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Students fill the chapel during one
of the college’s thrice-weekly–and
voluntary–morning Chapel services.
The robust interest reflects a deeper
truth: that members of the campus
community are deeply engaged by
the Christian faith in ways that run
throughout the Hope experience.
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Editor
Gregory S. Olgers ’87

“Quote, unquote”

Q

uote, unquote is an eclectic
sampling of things said at and
about Hope College.
Across 2007-08, News from Hope
College is examining a variety of
distinctive and outstanding aspects
of a Hope education, both within
the classroom and beyond it. As
an introduction to each theme’s
issue, “Quote, unquote” is featuring
insights from a member of the campus
community. Here is President James
Bultman ’63 reflecting on spiritual life
and the holistic way in which faith is an integral
part of the education that Hope provides.
The mission of Hope is to educate students
for lives of leadership and service in a global
society through academic and co-curricular
programs of recognized excellence in the liberal
arts and in the context of the historic Christian
faith. We strive diligently to educate the whole
person—mind, body, and spirit—emphasizing in
the process the intellectual, spiritual, social, and
physical dimensions of student development.
Most of the colleges and universities in this
country, including the most prestigious, were
founded on Christian principles with a very close
denominational relationship. Because of an
essential lack of support by the churches or lack
of clarity of mission by the college, or perhaps
both, they gradually drifted apart. On this the
record of history is unmistakable! Today there are
only a handful of Protestant colleges that remain
genuinely committed to the Christian faith. Fewer
still could be described as academically excellent
and vibrantly Christian. I’m so pleased that by
the grace of God and the diligent efforts and
commitments of so many, Hope is one of them.
Hope is intentional about the Christian
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dimension. Frequently, it is described as
ecumenical in nature while rooted in the
Reformed Christian faith tradition. The Christian
character of Hope is special, even unique among
Christian colleges. It is vibrant, dynamic, alive
and pervasive. Here students are able to nurture
and grow their existing faith while others may
find it or be found by Him for the very first time.
Different faith commitments and traditions
within the church are honored and respected.
Christian colleges are oftentimes prescriptive,
parochial, indoctrinating, even suffocating. Not so
at Hope. At Hope there are abundant opportunities
and very few requirements. Most would agree that
opportunities, as opposed to requirements, are
great if you can make it work—but it’s so much
more difficult. At Hope it is working because of
God’s grace and favor and the integrity of the
human spirit in resolving to make it so. Tangible
manifestations include a hiring policy that enables
a Christian perspective in classes throughout the
curriculum; standing-room-only gatherings at
four voluntary chapel services per week; Bible
study groups of all kinds throughout the campus;
heavily subscribed service projects implemented
locally, regionally, nationally and internationally;
and men’s and women’s spiritual retreats.
At a time in our national history when real
and substantial commitments to the Christian
faith are so tenuous, if made at all, it is refreshing
that the people of Hope remain unwaveringly
committed to a faithful demonstration of the
fruit of the spirit in all we do. Our passion is to
dispel the myth within higher education that
“you can’t be good and Christian, too.” “Better
both academically and spiritually” is our response
with the academic and spiritual dimensions
mutually reinforcing each other. If you want to
be part of a grand tradition—exceptionality in
academics, superiority in intercollegiate sport
and co-curricular activities, and excellence in
character and Christian faith development—align
yourself with Hope. It will positively influence
your life for this time and for eternity.
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Events
DE PREE GALLERY

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
June Term—Through June 27
July Term—June 30-July 25
Summer Seminars—July 28-Aug. 1
Fall Semester
Aug. 22, Friday—Residence halls
open for new students, 10 a.m.
Aug. 22-25, Friday-Monday—New
Student Orientation
Aug. 24, Sunday—Residence halls
open for returning students,
noon
Aug. 24, Sunday—Convocation
for new students and parents,
2 p.m.
Aug. 26, Tuesday—Classes begin,
8 a.m.

Works by Holland Native Lyman
Jellema—Monday, June 16Thursday, July 31
A student-curated exhibition.
“Shell Games—The Work of Ken
Little”—Friday, Aug. 29Wednesday, Oct. 15
“MSU American Indian Heritage
Portraits”—Monday, Sept. 15-		
Saturday, Nov. 15
(hallway gallery)
“Leadership: Oliphant Cartoons and
Sculpture from the Bush Years”—
Friday, Oct. 17-Saturday, Nov. 22
Juried Student Show—Monday,
Dec. 1-Monday, Dec. 15
During the summer, the gallery is
open weekdays from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. During the school year, the
gallery is open Mondays through
Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. Please call the gallery at (616)
395-7500 for more information.
Admission to the gallery is free.

ADMISSIONS
Campus Visits: The Admissions
Office is open from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. weekdays, and from
September through early June
is also open from 9 a.m. until
noon on Saturdays. Tours
and admissions interviews are
available during the summer
as well as the school year.
Appointments are recommended.
Visitation Days offer specific
programs for prospective students,
including transfers and high
school juniors and seniors. The
programs show students and their
parents a typical day in the life of
a Hope student.
The days for 2008-09 are:
Fri, Sept. 26 Fri., Nov. 21
Fri, Oct. 3
Mon., Jan. 19
Fri, Oct. 17
Fri., Jan. 30
Fri, Oct. 24
Mon., Feb. 16
Fri, Nov. 7
Fri., Feb. 27
Fri, Nov. 14
Junior Days: Friday, March 27;
Friday, April 3; Friday, April 17
For further information about any
Admissions Office event, please call
(616) 395-7850, or toll free 1-800968-7850; check on-line at www.
hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope
College Admissions Office; 69 E.
10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI;
49422-9000.
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ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS
Bob DeYoung Hope Classic Golf
Outing—Monday, June 23
At the Holland Country Club.
Community Day—Saturday, Sept. 6
Highlights will include a
picnic on campus and a 1:30
p.m. football game with
Illinois Wesleyan University.
Homecoming Weekend—FridaySunday, Oct. 3-5
Includes reunions for every
fifth class, ’88 through ’03.
Winter Happening—Saturday,
Jan. 31
Includes multiple seminars and
home winter sports action.
Alumni Weekend—FridaySunday, May 1-3.
Includes reunions for every
fifth class, ’44 through ’84.
For more information concerning the
above events, please call the Office of
Public and Community Relations at
(616) 395-7860 or the Office of Alumni
and Parent Relations at (616) 395-7250
or visit the Alumni Association Web site
at: www.hope.edu/alumni/.

DANCE
Cecchetti International Ballet
School Concerts—Saturday, July 19
Knickerbocker Theatre, noon
and 1:30 p.m. Admission is free.

TRADITIONAL EVENTS
Opening Convocation—Sunday,
Aug. 24
Dimnent Memorial Chapel,
2 p.m.
The Pull—Saturday, Sept. 27
Black River, near U.S. 31
and M-21
Critical Issues Symposium—
Tuesday-Wednesday, Sept. 30-Oct. 1
Theme: “Global Health: From
Catastrophe to Cure”
Nykerk Cup Competition—
Saturday, Nov. 8
Christmas Vespers—SaturdaySunday, Dec. 6-7
Baccalaureate and
Commencement—Sunday, May 3

SUMMER CAMPS
Throughout the summer, Hope
will offer multiple science camps
for children as well as sports
camps in soccer, football, boys’
basketball, girls’ basketball,
volleyball and tennis. For
complete information, please
check www.hope.edu/camps, or
call (616) 395-8103 concerning
the soccer camps, (616) 395-4965
concerning the Tennis Academy
or (616) 395-7690 concerning the
other sports camps.

HOPE SUMMER REPERTORY THEATRE
HSRT is planning an exciting
range of productions in
celebration of its 37th season
and the 10th anniversary of its
Cabaret show (this season at
Till Midnight).  Look for this
summer to include both musicals
at the beginning of the season,
performances at the Knickerbocker
Theatre as well as at the DeWitt
Center, and two productions
by the Children’s Performance
Troupe. The season will run from
June 13 through August 9 in a
rotating, repertory format.
Kiss Me, Kate
June 13-August 9
Forever Plaid
June 20-August 4
The Foreigner
July 11-August 8
Closer Than Ever
July 5-31
Doubt: A Parable
July 18-August 7
Children’s Performance Troupe:
Sarah, Plain and Tall
June 18-August 8
Petite Rouge: The Cajun Red 		
Riding Hood
July 16-August 8
Tickets cost $8 to $26 for musicals
and $8 to $18 for plays, and season
coupons are also available for $48$85. Tickets are available in the
ticket office in the front lobby of the
DeVos Fieldhouse and at the theatre
lobby ticket office in the DeWitt
Center, which are open weekdays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets and
more information may be obtained
by calling (616) 395-7890. More
information is also available online
at www.hope.edu/hsrt.

INSTANT INFORMATION
Updates on events, news and
athletics at Hope may be obtained
24 hours a day by calling (616)
395-7888. Updated information
concerning events is also available
online at www.hope.edu/pr/
events.html.

Campus Scene
MAJOR AWARD: A major
grant from the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute will enable
Hope to strengthen existing
relationships and build new
ones as the college continues to
emphasize its acclaimed model of
teaching through faculty-student
collaborative research in the
sciences.
HHMI has awarded Hope
a $1.4 million, four-year grant, part of $60
million in grants to 48 institutions in 21 states
and Puerto Rico.
The grant will fund multiple initiatives,
many building on the success of efforts that
have been supported by a $1.5 million, fouryear grant that the college received from HHMI
in 2004. Emphases will include enhancing
research efforts in the biomedical sciences at
Hope, with particular attention to collaborations
with other institutions; increased emphasis on
training K-12 science and mathematics teachers;
increasing diversity in science, both at Hope
and beyond; and initiating and participating in
efforts to promote and develop scholarly lessons
concerning teaching and learning at the college
as well as within the broader higher education
community.
More ONLINE
www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

INTERNATIONAL IMAGE: Tarin
Coulas ’08 of Lansing, Mich., won
first place in this year’s annual
Alumni Photo Contest sponsored
by the AustraLearn study-abroad
program.
The contest received more
than 350 submissions from
students throughout the United
States and Canada who had
studied in Australia, New Zealand
or the South Pacific through AustraLearn.
Coulas won for her photograph “Sheep Traffic
Jam,” which shows a lone car surrounded by
a throng of sheep crossing the road. As the
winner she is recognized on the AustraLearn
Web site, which shows the photograph, and
will also receive additional prize-related
materials from the program.
Coulas spent the spring of 2007 studying
at Victoria University of Wellington in New
Zealand. She photographed the road-crossing
scene in February of that year on South Island,
New Zealand, on a highway between Milford
Sound and Te Anau.
During 2006-07, 134 Hope students spent
either the academic year or a semester in 27
different countries, with 18 studying overseas
through AustraLearn.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

FILM HONORED: A
film by senior Tyler
Depke of Grayslake,
Ill., placed second
nationally in the first
annual “Preserve Our
Planet” College Film
and PSA Contest
held by National
Geographic Channel.
Depke directed,
edited and produced
the film STOP! Think Green and Save, which
follows senior Jake Gilliland of Round Lake, Ill.,
as he demonstrates simple ways to conserve
energy as he goes through his daily routine.
Topics include conserving water while brushing
one’s teeth; turning down the thermostat at
night and dressing warmly; using cold water
while doing laundry; using natural light during
the day; choosing not to heat-dry dishes when
using the dishwasher; and installing highefficiency light bulbs.
While most of the stop-motion film
focuses on Gilliland’s conservation efforts,
it closes with him sharing his ideas with
classmate Michael Golden of Crystal Lake, Ill.
Several students are on camera in the film’s
closing seconds to help form the letters of the
film’s final message, “What you do counts,”
which they spell out on the floor of the atrium
of the A. Paul Schaap Science Center.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

LIBRARY DIRECTOR:
Kelly Jacobsma has
been appointed
director of libraries.
She succeeds
David Jensen, who
is retiring at the end
of the school year. A
member of the library
faculty since 1988,
Jacobsma was chosen
following a competitive
national search.
Jacobsma, who will assume her new
responsibilities on July 1, is currently serving
as librarian with the rank of associate
professor and as head of public services at the
library. Her responsibilities have included
coordinating all aspects of public services,
including teaching, reference, media services,
the technology laboratory, circulation,
interlibrary loan and library policy, in addition
to collaborating with campus curriculum
committees to implement course-integrated
library instruction, and implementing new
technologies in support of the library program.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

H.O.P.E. WINNER: Dr.
Jennifer Young of the English
faculty was presented the 44th
“Hope Outstanding Professor
Educator” (H.O.P.E.) Award by
the graduating Class of 2008
during Commencement on
Sunday, May 4.
The award, first given
in 1965, is presented by the
graduating class to the professor
who they feel epitomizes the best qualities of
the Hope College educator.
As it happens, Dr. Young, who is an
assistant professor of English, was one of
the first faculty members that the members
of the class encountered when they arrived
on campus as freshmen in August of 2004.
She and colleague Dr. Stephen Hemenway
co-delivered the address during that year’s
Opening Convocation.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

SCIENCE SCHOLARS: Three
seniors have received prestigious Goldwater Scholarships
for 2008-09 out of only 321
awarded nationwide.
The three recipients,
all of whom are chemistry
majors, are Kristin Dittenhafer
of Midland, Mich.; Jonathan
Moerdyk of Paris, Mich.; and
Amy Speelman of Darien, Ill.
(shown left-to-right).
The scholarships, which
are for up to $7,500, were awarded by the
Board of Trustees of the Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship and Excellence in Education
Foundation. The Goldwater Scholars were
selected on the basis of academic merit from
a field of 1,035 mathematics, science and
engineering students who were nominated
by the faculties of colleges and universities
nationwide.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

HOPE IN PICTURES: Hope College Theatre
presented the college’s production of Rose and
the Rime during the national American College
Theatre Festival at
the Kennedy Center
in Washington, D.C.,
on Thursday, April 17,
creating memories for
a lifetime. Please visit
the Web photo gallery
for images as well as a
link to a blog about
the experience.
More ONLINE
www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

June 2008
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Campus Profile

is
By Greg Olgers ’87

A

s one of the college’s most recognizable landmarks, towering Dimnent
Memorial Chapel makes Hope’s religious heritage evident.
Hope was established in the 1860s by a people for whom the Reformed
faith was paramount. They had left the Netherlands and founded the
college’s hometown of Holland less than two decades previously in search of
religious liberty. In their new educational venture they saw an opportunity
to prepare leaders in the Reformed tradition that played a central role in
their lives.
When some 70 years later he led the drive to build the chapel that now
bears his name, President Edward Dimnent appreciated the vision. Some
thought he overreached in constructing a chapel capable of holding the
entire student body more than twice over. It was so expensive to build and
the school’s finances so modest that he even funded some of the project
himself.
Today that chapel is regularly filled to its 1,000-person capacity during
the college’s four weekly religious services—chapel on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings, and the Sunday-evening “Gathering.” Significantly,
attendance is voluntary.
Also significantly, more significantly, the robust student interest in the
worship services reflects a more meaningful truth: that the members of the
campus community are deeply engaged by the Christian faith in ways that
run throughout the Hope experience. It is, in fact, a defining characteristic
of the institution and a central component in the holistic, purposeful
education that the college provides.
“There’s this sacred/secular dichotomy in a lot of people’s lives, and I
think that’s what we want to help students get away from,” said Dr. James
Boelkins ’66, provost at Hope.
“What is a Reformed worldview? What I use in the simplest way is that
it expresses God’s sovereignty over all of creation,” he said. “In that case,
God is sovereign over all of the disciplines—they’re all part of His creation.
It’s important, I think, for our students to appreciate that.”

“We want students to gain a personal, wellthought-out understanding of how they
will live out their faith in God’s world, so
The active campus ministries program, which includes weekday and Sunday-evening
services that consistently fill Dimnent Memorial Chapel, is one component in the
Hope mix, which emphasizes challenging students to develop an understanding of
the Christian faith as a basis for academic excellence and the fulfillment of human
potential. This day’s service having ended, two students linger just a few moments
longer while their peers travel toward the rest of the day.
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exploring that within the academic program
is an important part of what we do.”
– Dr. James Boelkins ‘66
Provost
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“We want students to ask big questions, to
explore the discipline and decide, ‘Does it make
any difference in what I do in my discipline,
and how it’s expressed if I’m a Christian?,’”
Dr. Boelkins said. “We want students to gain
a personal, well-thought-out understanding
of how they will live out their faith in God’s
world, so exploring that within the academic
program is an important part of what we do.”
The standing-room-only chapel services
and the other activities organized by the
campus ministries program are scheduled with
the same goal in mind.
“There’s no such thing as ‘spiritual life.’
There’s just life. And all of life is spiritual,” said
the Rev. Trygve Johnson, who is the HingaBoersma Dean of the Chapel at Hope. “I think
we are called to investigate and be curious. We
are called to ask questions that may not have
easy answers. We don’t have to shut our brains
off at chapel, or our faith off in the classroom.”
Accordingly, the campus ministries
worship services are just as likely to feature
remarks by a member of the faculty or
administrative staff as one of the chaplains.
In Chapel in March, for example, Dr. Michael
Jipping of the computer science faculty related
the year’s “cloud of witnesses” theme (from

Hebrews 12:1) to his own life, with a lighthearted nod to the cell-phone ads that feature a
horde of tech support behind each user.
“We have so much incredible talent in this
community, so much wisdom,” Rev. Johnson
said. “We’re trying to highlight the soil of
Hope—people from the college who really
model well that integration.”
Making faith central in Hope’s educational
mix leads to meaningful discussion of why as
well as what.
“It opens up being able to bring the
most important human questions into the
classroom,” said Dr. Caroline Simon, who is the
John H. and Jeanne M. Jacobson Professor of
Philosophy and director of general education
and interdisciplinary studies at Hope. “Once
you’ve let faith into the classroom, it’s not
that you have cookie-cutter answers to those
questions but now you have permission to
explore them in a meaningful way.”

“I think we are called to investigate
and be curious. We are called to
ask questions that may not have
easy answers. We don’t have to
shut our brains off at chapel, or
our faith off in the classroom.”
– Rev. Trygve Johnson
Hinga-Boersma Dean of the Chapel

The popular and long-running spring break mission
trip program coordinated by Campus Ministries
provides opportunities for students to meet needs
throughout the nation as well as abroad. In March,
junior Alison Roth and senior Perry Greene work on
a trench for the footings for a mess hall as part of a
Hope team serving in the village of the Caribbean
Christian Center for the Deaf in Shooter’s Hill,
Jamaica. (Photo by senior Sara Webster)

8

News From Hope College

George Klupchak ’08 of Naperville,
Ill., who graduated in May with majors in
history, political science and religion and was
the starting fullback on the football team,
appreciated the emphasis.
“Grounding whatever you’re doing
academically in the Christian faith puts
whatever you’re learning in a broader
context—a more meta-narrative of the world
rather than just this tiny little discipline,” he
said.
“There’s not this divide between the sacred
and secular. I’ve picked up on it at Hope
that there’s this emphasis that that’s not how
spiritual life is supposed to work,” he said.
“That message has come through in a lot of
different avenues—talking with professors, in
Chapel, sitting in class.”
He has also appreciated that students
embrace the idea.
“I think students at Hope are always
considering how their faith fits into a broader
context,” Klupchak said. “I think Hope
students on the whole are also willing to talk
about these issues, which is really great.”

The capstone Senior Seminar program provides a formal
opportunity for students to bring together the lessons of
their Hope years in assessing and articulating their life

view in the context of the Christian faith. Here, Dr.
Peter Schakel of the English faculty leads a May Term
focused thematically on C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien.

The college’s perspective is richly
informed by Hope’s lifelong affiliation with
the Reformed Church in America. At the same
time, however, the college is not prescriptive
in its approach to faith. Many traditions
within Christianity are represented among the
faculty, staff and student body and inform the
community’s explorations.
For Colleen Kelly ’08 of Naperville, Ill.,
the college’s faith dimension was an important
consideration as both a prospective student
and during her time at Hope. She participated
in campus ministries-organized activities such
as Chapel, small-group discussions and the
spring break mission trip program, as well as
in student-organized Bible studies. She also
valued, however, that not everyone had to.
“What I really appreciated about Hope,
and this sounds kind of weird, is that they’re
not strict about those things—that it’s my faith
and my choices, and there are people here who
choose not to go to Chapel and participate in
things, and that’s okay,” she said.
Hope’s integrated approach to faith and
learning leads to some distinctive specifics. The
capstone Senior Seminar program, for example,
provides a formal opportunity for students to
bring together the lessons of their Hope years
in assessing and articulating their life view in
the context of the Christian faith. The Center
for Faithful Leadership emphasizes holistic
growth through leadership experiences, such as
involvement with campus organizations, and
the CrossRoads Project seeks to help students
think theologically about career, calling and life
by providing support for other Hope programs
in addition to coordinating activities such as
vocational discernment retreats, alternative
internships and support for students as they
consider professional school programs.

The student development program is a
third central component in the mix, working
alongside the academic program and campus
ministries to provide intentional lessons in what
it means to live one’s faith in a community.
“For the first 18 years, their involvement
with the church and the Christian faith has
been guided by their parents or guardians.
When they come to Hope, it really is about
who they are and what their faith is in terms
of their life,” said Dr. Richard Frost, who is vice
president for student development and dean of
students. “Our role, then, is to provide ways to
challenge and support them in that, to model
that, and then to participate with them.”
The means might be a residence hall
program that includes inviting one of the
chaplains for discussion with the student
residents. It might be one of the 13 student
organizations committed specifically to exploring
a dimension of the Christian faith—such as
Silent Praise, or the Union of Catholic Students—
or the many others that integrate faith into their
activities. It might even be through the way that
discipline is handled, when the focus becomes
on exploring how the student reconciles the
behavior with his or her faith values.

“Grounding whatever you’re
doing academically in the
Christian faith puts whatever
you’re learning in a broader
context – a more meta-narrative
of the world rather just this tiny
little discipline.”
– George Klupchak ‘08

“What we try to do is create that internal
struggle, that internal reflection into ‘How does
faith work into what I’m doing? How does
faith work into what I’m being and what I’m
trying to be?,’” Dr. Frost said.
Regularly, the answer to that question
involves meeting the world’s needs.
Klupchak, for example, plans to go to
Phoenix, Ariz., to teach in Catholic schools
through a service program of the Alliance for
Catholic Education. “I see that as a way to
serve because I’ve been given so much, being
able to attend Hope College,” he said.
Kelly found her direction shaped by
participation in the spring break mission trip
program coordinated by campus ministries.
After working with at-risk children in
California through one of the trips, she went
back for a nine-week internship last summer
and co-led this year’s Hope trip. She’s returning
this summer as a supervisor in the internship
program and hopes to find a full-time teaching
position in the area.
A medical May Term trip to Uganda last
year provided chemistry and classics major
Tera Hasbargen ’08 of Rhinelander, Wis., a
key experience as she worked toward medical
school and a career as a doctor. She had an
opportunity to “job shadow” a physician who
brought his faith to his work in meaningful
ways that others might not even notice—such
as pausing before entering an examining room
to pray for the well-being of the patient within.
“It was interesting to see how he integrated
his faith with his job, because that’s something
that I’ll be able to do,” she said. “Most of the
time I won’t be able to show my faith openly in
the office, but I’ll be able to have that aspect in
the future.”
Her experiences have inspired her to find
service opportunities as well.
“I would love to be able to go overseas for
short amounts of time to train people to do
my job,” she said. “Teaching people to help
others, and to have more of an impact across
my lifetime.”
The evidence isn’t only anecdotal. Dr.
Simon has coordinated Hope’s participation in
a consortium of schools working together to
survey the institutions’ students on a variety
of measures. The results confirmed that Hope
students embrace the college’s emphasis on
integrating faith, learning and life.
“Our students ranked number one in
valuing spiritual growth as one of their
priorities,” she said. “They also ranked very
highly in wanting to help people in need,
wanting to address issues of racial injustice and
so forth.”
“That makes them a really exciting group

of people to be educating, because they want
to make a difference,” she said. “They want
their lives to have meaning, and that’s a really
important thing.”
(Editor’s Note: Throughout the school year,
each issue of News from Hope College has
provided a focused look at an aspect of the Hope
experience. In addition to this issue’s emphasis
on spiritual life, we have examined the liberal
arts and the environment [August]; co-curricular
learning [October]; the arts [December]; and
international and multicultural education [April].
Past issues are available online at www.hope.
edu/pr/nfhc or through the Office of Public and
Community Relations.)

Hope students are strongly committed to giving
of themselves. The participants in one of this
year’s spring break mission trips to Kentucky, for
example, were inspired to find ways to continue
serving together after returning to campus. In April,
juniors Alicia Nieves and Nicole VanderZouwen
feed goats while volunteering at the Critter Barn
in Zeeland, Mich., helping the site prepare for
another active season hosting area children.
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Students praise Trygve Johnson for his caring heart as he accompanies and guides them on their journey through
Hope. Here he speaks in the Pine Grove with senior Andrew Mead, junior Jeffrey Skaff and junior Dan Claus.

By Greg Chandler

I

t’s the final Sunday night of the academic
year at Hope, and students from every
corner of campus are converging on Dimnent
Memorial Chapel.
More than 1,200 students pack the chapel
that night, with latecomers having to sit in the
aisles. The students stand, many raising their
hands in worship, as the praise band opens
with U2’s “Beautiful Day.” The band then
plays a medley of praise and worship songs,
capped off by a stirring rendition of “How
Great Thou Art.”
The students recite the Apostles’ Creed
and Psalm 103, which begins “Bless the Lord,
O my soul; and all this is within me, bless His
holy name…”
It’s the final Sunday worship service,
known on campus as The Gathering, and the
Rev. Trygve Johnson is getting ready to preach.
For the seniors in attendance, this is their last
opportunity for words of encouragement from
the pulpit.
“It’s time to put a period at the end of
the sentence. At the end of a period is the
beginning of a new sentence,” said Johnson,
the Hinga-Boersma Dean of the Chapel at
Hope since January 2005.
Johnson and others from the Hope chapel
staff have been preaching throughout the
academic year, during both the Gathering
and the college’s thrice-weekly morning
Chapel services, on the theme of “A Cloud

10

News From Hope College

of Witnesses,” based on Hebrews 12:1. While
contemporary in presentation, Johnson
invokes the ancient writings of the Scriptures
as well as great writers and thinkers of the
historic faith in his messages.
In his final message to the seniors, he
encourages them to take the lessons they’ve
learned at Hope and put them in practice
wherever they go and whatever vocation
they choose.
“This place is a part of your story. You are
part of it, and it is part of you,” he said.
For Johnson, 34, a self-described
“theogeek,” preaching is a passion. But he
balances that passion with a cerebral approach
to life and faith, and an accessibility to
students, faculty and staff.
“He’s a deep thinker, but he connects
well with students,” Hope President Dr. James

“He’s a deep thinker, but
he connects well with
students. He wants very
much to wed the intellectual
and the spiritual.”
– President James Bultman ‘63

Bultman ‘63 said. “He wants very much to wed
the intellectual and the spiritual.”
President Bultman says Johnson is a bigpicture thinker, has a deep sense of calling for
his ministry and is “very grounded in the best
of theology.”
Samantha Miller ‘08, who has been a
member of the college’s pre-seminary society,
led by Johnson and his wife, Dr. Kristen Deede
Johnson, echoes President Bultman’s sentiments.
“He is a person who loves and cares for
each of his students, even the ones he hasn’t
met personally,” said Miller, a double major
in religion and history from Gaylord, Mich.
“He’s got an enormous heart and an ability to
extend substantial amounts of grace. He comes
alongside us and walks with us for the season
we spend at Hope. He prays for his people and
invests in his community.”
Place is a very important concept to
Johnson, who grew up in Whidbey Island,
Wash., about 95 miles north of Seattle. Photos
and posters depict various places where Johnson
has lived and visited, as well as his interests.
Prominently hanging on the north wall
of his office is a poster of baseball legend
Lou Gehrig, best known for playing in 2,130
consecutive games with the New York Yankees.
Johnson–whose passion for baseball included
four years as a standout player at Northwestern
College–says Gehrig can serve as an example
of what it means to walk in the Christian faith.

“He never drew attention to himself. He
modeled consistency. He made the whole team
better by his consistency,” he said.
As a spiritual leader on a college campus,
Johnson says intellectual thought and spiritual
growth should not be divorced from one
another, but rather should work together as
part of a student’s overall growth as a person.
He feels faith should lead a student to ask
deeper, thoughtful questions, and values
the opportunity to work with the college’s
academic community.
“That doxology drives us to ask better
questions in the classroom, and the better
questions in the classroom drive us back to
sing with doxology and praise,” Johnson said.
Johnson’s journey to being a campus
minister took a number of twists and turns,
with President Bultman figuring prominently
in a number of those events, starting in
1992 when Johnson visited Northwestern
College as a prospective student. At the time
Dr. Bultman was president of Northwestern,
which like Hope is affiliated with the Reformed
Church in America.
After his four years at Northwestern,
Johnson went on to Western Theological
Seminary in Holland in 1996. He served as a
chaplain intern at Hope for two years, then as
a pastoral intern at Third Reformed Church
for one year before completing his Master of
Divinity degree at the seminary in 1999.

He then returned to Northwestern as
chaplain. As it happened, he was the last
person that Dr. Bultman hired there before
moving on to become president of Hope.
In his three years at Northwestern,
Johnson organized and facilitated the school’s
daily chapel, served as resident preacher, cosupervised the campus ministry staff and
program, provided pastoral care and served
as a liaison to community pastors and the RCA.
In 2002, Johnson left Northwestern to
pursue a doctoral degree in theology at the
University of St. Andrews in Scotland. It was
there that he met Kristen Deede, a University
of Virginia graduate who had already spent
two years of study at St. Andrews.
“It was clear that he had a deep faith and
he was very thoughtful, but he had a funloving spirit,” she said.
The couple married a year later and
completed their studies at St. Andrews.
Kristen Deede Johnson is now at Hope as
well, as associate director of the Crossroads
Project, a program funded by a grant by the
Lilly Endowment that seeks to help students
develop connections between their faith
and vocation, and as an assistant professor of
political science.
“She’s an academic, but she loves personal
relationships and discipleship,” Trygve
Johnson said. “She cares about her faith, but
not at the expense of her mind.”

In 2004, Johnson was finishing his
doctorate when he and President Bultman
crossed paths again. Hope was looking for a
dean of the chapel, and Trygve Johnson again
emerged in a national search as the candidate
of choice.
“We believe he possesses the mind of a
scholar, the heart of a pastor and the courage
of a leader,” Dr. Bultman said in a statement
when Johnson was hired.
The mix serves Johnson well at Hope,
where he can combine his passion and talents
in working with others in the community to
provide students with as meaningful a learning
and growing experience as possible.
“I like ideas, I like professors. I like study
and I love preaching. I love being in personal
relationship with students where you walk
shoulder-to-shoulder in their season of life,”
Johnson said.
“We’re not trying to create a bubble that
is hiding away from the world,” Johnson said.
“We’re trying to prepare leaders to go into
the world.”

Trygve Johnson during a service in Dimnent
Memorial Chapel. Johnson is committed to the key
Hope tenet that intellectual and spiritual education
should work together in shaping students’ lives.
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By Heather Vander Plaat

S

ince its inception, Hope has served as
fertile ground for students who’ve sensed
a call to enter vocational ministry. Although
theological education has evolved over time,
the importance of preparing future church
leaders has not diminished.
“If we don’t provide education and
support for these students, we will be turning
our backs on the heart of our clearly stated and
communally embraced mission, which is ‘…
to educate students for lives of leadership and
service in a global society through academic
and co-curricular programs of recognized
excellence in the liberal arts and in the context
of the historic Christian faith,’” said the
Rev. Dr. Tim Brown ‘73, former dean of the
chapel at Hope and newly named president of
Western Theological Seminary.
Dr. Brown is thrilled by how God has
raised up a generation of “widely and
differently gifted” young people coming
out of seminary today. Among them, one
common trait seems to emerge – their ability
to effectively share the Gospel with diverse
audiences. This skill, Dr. Brown contends,
is due in part to increased opportunities for
students to travel abroad, learn new languages,
and experience diversity of all kinds. And a
solid liberal arts education at Hope is at the
core, he believes.
Through the years, many hundreds of
alumni have chosen to serve the church—
and not only the Reformed Church in
America (RCA), which is the college’s parent
denomination, but other denominations
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The Rev. Karsten Voskuil ’96 during a quiet weekday moment in the sanctuary of Trinity Reformed Church,
an urban church with a diverse congregation in Grand Rapids, Mich. He has found Hope’s liberal arts
perspective and supportive approach to addressing serious questions of faith and calling helpful foundations
in his work in ministry.

as well. As Hope hosts the denomination’s
annual General Synod this month, here
are reflections from just a few of the young
graduates who have answered the call to
pastor in the RCA in particular.
For the Rev. Karsten Voskuil ’96, Hope
laid vital groundwork for his current work as
pastor of Trinity Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids, Mich., an urban church with a diverse
congregation.
“So much of my daily work with different
people and situations isn’t found in a
textbook,” he said. “So when you’ve had a
liberal arts education, you really are much
more equipped to use your gifts to respond.
I’ve come to appreciate both Hope and
Western Seminary for giving me that broader
range of education that has prepared me for
the different curveballs of urban ministry.”
Although Voskuil had planned to become
a lawyer, while participating in an internship
with Hope’s Washington Honors Semester
he realized the church, more than any other
institution, needs to be the “epicenter” for
social justice. And so, he pursued vocational
ministry instead.

“[Hope] was a very supportive place for
me to ask harder questions, and, for the first
time in my life, to really wrestle with the role
of church and the role of my own faith calling
in the transformation of the world,” he said.
“I never felt I was spoon-fed or that there were
answers I had to accept.”

“So much of my daily work
with different people and
situations isn’t found in a
textbook. So when you’ve
had a liberal arts education,
you really are much more
equipped to use your gifts
to respond.”
– Rev. Karsten Voskuil ‘96

The Rev. Seth Kaper-Dale ‘97 remembers
the same thing about Hope. A religion major,
he spent many hours in conversation with his
professors.
“The religion department had some of the
sharpest minds I’d ever seen,” he said. “Some
Christian colleges have a reputation of being
conservative, but I didn’t find that at Hope.
What I found was an openness to the types of
questions 18- to 21-year-olds ask.”
Today, Kaper-Dale and his wife, the Rev.
Stephanie Kaper-Dale ‘97, co-pastor the
Reformed Church of Highland Park, a racially
diverse congregation in Central New Jersey.
Stephanie came to Hope thinking about
pursuing social work, medicine or youth
ministry, but once she met some female
religion professors and pastors, she chose a
path toward ministry instead.
“In seminary and beyond, [Seth and I
have] realized how fortunate we were to have
had the kind of experience at Hope that we
did,” she said. “To have a religion class with
eight students and to have professors who
were interested not just in our grades but in
our development as people and in our faith

and future – this was such a gift.”
The Kaper-Dales’ relationships with some
Hope professors continue to this day. For
example, Dr. Steven Bouma-Prediger ’79, chair
of the department of religion, led a seminar
on ecology and theology at the couple’s
church. And the Kaper-Dales have connected
Dr. Bouma-Prediger with GreenFaith, a New
Jersey faith-based initiative that helped their
congregation install solar panels on the church
roof, complete an audit of the church’s trash,
and conduct an electronic waste-recycling
event. The Kaper-Dales have also found a way
to express other passions for social justice that
began at Hope. They led an effort to add a
low-cost apartment complex to their church
building, now home to six young women who
recently “aged out” of the state’s foster program.
New Jersey is also home to the Rev. Emily
Ratering-Youngberg ‘99, who leads First
Reformed Church, a 185-year-old community
church in Little Falls. Although its roots are
Dutch, the congregation’s membership has
changed to include people of many different
heritages and faiths.
Ratering-Youngberg points to her
leadership roles at Hope – on a Chapel
worship team and in the Gospel Choir – as
preparation for her pastorate. Like some
other young pastors, she didn’t think she’d
go into ministry. Two key experiences sent
her in that direction, though. As a freshman,
she mistakenly registered for an upper-level
religion class. Although she was “swimming
in really deep waters,” she decided to stay.
“Something really happened there for me –
it was no mistake,” she said. The next year,
during a conversation with her grandfather in
the Kletz, he put his hands on her shoulders
and told her he believed she should become a
pastor. “That, I believe, was my call,” she said.
For the Rev. Jon Brown ’99, Hope was
a place where his faith grew much more
personal. Most importantly, he said, he learned
how to think critically.
“There are just a lot of different kinds
of people I interact with who think a lot of
different things,” explained Brown, who serves
as senior pastor at First Reformed Church in
Oak Harbor, Wash. “You grow not only to
engage thinking, but to engage people who
think differently.”
Although Brown had meant to attend
medical school, his plans changed after
graduation, so he decided to take a few courses
at Western. His fascination with a class on
John Calvin’s life made him recognize just
how much he loved studying theology.
Interestingly, another Hope alum, the
Rev. Bryan Boersma ’00, serves as associate
pastor of youth and outreach in the same
church in Oak Harbor. Like Brown, Boersma

left Hope with no intention of entering
ministry. However, after graduating with a
communication degree and working for a year,
he realized he’d been resisting a calling to
ministry. In reflection, he believes his liberal
arts education at Hope was key to preparing
him to be a pastor.
“It’s a place so rich with people who care,
who live out their faith in particular ways,
who are wonderful models of life and faith,”
he said. “For me to be surrounded by such
good people was the very thing I needed
during that time.”

The Rev. Seth Kaper-Dale ’97 and Stephanie KaperDale ’97 participate in the groundbreaking for
Irayna Court, a low-cost apartment complex that
their church, the Reformed Church of Highland
Park in New Jersey, has added to serve young
women who have aged out of the state’s foster
care system. They credit their time at Hope for
informing their interest in issues of social justice.
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Commencement speaker
Dr. Steven D. Hoogerwerf ’77

License
License

to Drive
to
Drive

A

s undergraduates, Commencement speaker
Dr. Steven D. Hoogerwerf ’77 noted, the
members of the Class of 2008 had been asked
questions. Their diplomas, he said, show that
they’re ready to ask and answer the questions
on their own.
“I think my colleagues would agree with
me that education is not really about what
WE think,” he said. “It’s about gaining the
information, the tools, and the experiences that
you need to learn to think for yourselves.”
Dr. Hoogerwerf, an associate professor of
religion, presented his address, titled “Living
with Questions (…but are you going to tell us
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what you really think?),” during the college’s
143rd Commencement exercises, held on
Sunday, May 4, at Holland Municipal Stadium.
More than 660 graduating seniors
participated in the ceremony. The class
consisted of students from throughout the
United States as well as nations including
Brazil, China, Denmark, France, Japan, Kenya,
Kuwait, Nepal, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Trinidad
and Tobago, Uganda, and the United Kingdom.
With the graduates’ Hope education nearly
complete, Dr. Hoogerwerf posed one final
set of questions for them to consider in the
years ahead. “Education… is it about asking
questions… or is it about learning the answers?
Or is it about learning which questions are
worth struggling to answer?,” he asked. “I
believe it’s important to ask big questions, the
kind that get inside you and make you squirm
and wonder; the kind that challenge our ways
of thinking and interrogate our ways of living
in the world.”
The process, he noted, isn’t easy, since
answers can be long in coming.
“While I was thinking about what to say
today, I read these words in a student’s paper:
‘I find that this class does not actually help
me find many answers but rather helps me ask
more questions. At times this frustrates me,
because I want the world to be less complex
than it really is… But I suppose it is better to
ask the questions than to live in ignorance.’”
Dr. Hoogerwerf noted that much of his
teaching has focused on four questions in
particular: “What really matters?”; “In a world
plagued by atrocities, why is religion sometimes
a causal factor?”; “What does it mean to be
called by God to live out my vocation in the
world?”; and “If love is central to the Christian
life, what does love really look like in all the
contexts of our lives?” He suggested tactics for
approaching each.
To sort out priorities, he suggested
making a list as a guide. “It could be your last
assignment… just a list of the five or 10 things
that really matter to you,” he said. “What do

you want to devote your life to, spend your
time on, nurture and care for?”

“I think my colleagues would
agree with me that education
that is not really about what WE
think. It’s about gaining the
information, the tools, and the
experiences that you need to
learn to think for yourselves.”
– Dr. Steven D. Hoogerwerf ’77

In confronting atrocities, he encouraged the
graduates to focus on their personal response
by asking themselves “’In a world where God’s
goodness and human tragedy are all mixed up
in ways that don’t make much sense, how can
I respond in a way that is somehow true to the
way things are supposed to be?’” He noted,
“That question does not ask for an explanation,
but for an active response that we can live.”

As they consider their vocational calling,
Dr. Hoogerwerf asked the graduates to reflect
on how they might use the privileges that they
have enjoyed—such as their education—to
help others. “If we love God and neighbor and
honor God in all we do, we are answering God’s
call,” he said. “If we discern how our privileges
can be shaped into a life of service and
meaning and purpose, then we are answering
the call that binds our deep joy to the world’s
deep need.”
Love, he said, is the answer to brokenness
in relationships and the key to building
community, even when the magnitude of
pain and conflicts can seem overwhelming. “I
believe that even though we make ourselves
vulnerable and risk deep hurt when we love
anything or anyone, it’s worth living our lives
as if love always wins,” he said. “Perhaps it’s
easier to say that if you believe that in Jesus,
love redeems the world, even though it doesn’t
always look that way.”
“It’s a confession of faith,” he said. “And
sometimes, when questions are really hard,
that’s the only way to approach them: to live
hopefully, as if it’s true, even if we cannot
always see how.”

Earlier in the day, Dr. Dennis Voskuil
and Betty Voskuil presented the college’s
Baccalaureate sermon, “Signs of Hope.” Dennis
Voskuil, a former member of the Hope religion
faculty, is retiring this year as president of
Western Theological Seminary, and Betty
Voskuil is a long-time Reformed Church in
America staff member and volunteer leader
locally and internationally. They also received
honorary degrees from the college during the
9:30 a.m. service.

Baccalaureate speakers Dr. Dennis Voskuil and Betty
Voskuil received honorary degrees.

They discussed finding through faith reason
to be hopeful about the future even during
times marked by conflict and uncertainty, and
challenged the graduates to be agents of change
for the better. They based their text on Psalm
146:5: “Happy are those whose help is in the
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their
God.”
“In this world of endless violence,
frightening terrorism, economic crisis, social
divisions and cultural conflicts, we would have
to be utterly naïve not to be anxious about the
future,” Dennis Voskuil said. “And yet, and
yet, in the face of all of this, we are not people
of despair. We are people of hope.”
“We are people of hope, because we are a
people of God,” he said. “And there are signs
of hope wherever we recognize the activity of
God in the world.”
Betty Voskuil shared examples of people of
faith working to make a difference. “I have had
the privilege of witnessing some encouraging
signs of hope during my work as director of
Reformed Church World Service,” she said.
When flooding killed the goats on
which the pastoralist Orma people of Kenya
depended, thousands of people across a decade
donated money to provide new livestock. A
family in Nicaragua was grateful for the home
volunteers built for them after Hurricane Mitch
had left them homeless in 1998. Projects
designed by Church World Service have helped
people in war-torn Afghanistan rebuild their
lives.
As they live the future for which Hope
helped prepare them, Dennis Voskuil asked
the graduates to find their own way to make a
difference.
“There are signs of hope all around us.
There are signs of hope wherever you recognize
the activity of God,” he said. “Do not succumb
to a culture of despair. Be a person of hope—a
person of audacious hope. Indeed, be an
ambassador of hope as you participate in the
grand plan of restoration and redemption in
our world.”
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Campus Scene

Tales of a

Defining

Decade
By Greg Olgers ’87

A

s the years pass and a generation departs
with them, World War II fades from
living memory.
Its impact, of course, endures, even at
a once one-block campus by the inland sea.
While Hope was, mercifully, about as far
geographically from the fighting as any place

A memoir class organized by the Hope Academy
of Senior Professionals prompted Eileen Mugg ’56
Nordstrom and Dr. George Zuidema ’49 to collect
reflections from members of the Hope family
who experienced the college in the 1940s. The
opportunity to capture such voices is fading as time
takes a toll on the Greatest Generation nationwide.
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on the globe, the war touched the people of
Hope and the college itself in innumerable and
profound ways, some direct and some indirect;
some apparent at the time and some better
seen through the perspective of history.
A new book collects reflections by 35
members of the Hope family who lived the
era. Titled Hope at the Crossroads: The War
Years, the volume, which debuted during
Alumni Day in May, examines the college
of the 1940s through a series of memoirs
penned by students, faculty and others at
Hope at the time. Through their first-person
recollections, the generously illustrated book
demonstrates how events thousands of miles
away ultimately shaped the college, which
grew from a beloved but modest institution
with just 550 students before the war to a postwar, sardine-packed beehive of some 1,350,
many former GIs whose seriousness about the
future and education enlivened the learning
environment in ways that continue still.
The book is dedicated, appropriately
enough, to those who never had an opportunity
to experience the change: the 43 students or
alumni who gave their lives while serving in the
U.S. armed forces during the war.
Hope at the Crossroads: The War Years has
been edited by Eileen Mugg ’56 Nordstrom and
Dr. George Zuidema ’49, who developed the
idea through their participation in the Hope
Academy of Senior Professionals [HASP].
“We both go to a memoir group at HASP,”
Dr. Zuidema said. “Glenn Bruggers was writing
about the day that he and Gord Brewer took
the train to Muskegon to enlist. He had some
interesting stories, and that got us thinking,
and one thing led to another…”
“…and George said, ‘I think we ought to
do a book,’” Nordstrom said.
Nordstrom and Dr. Zuidema had
previously worked together on Dr. Zuidema’s
autobiography Moving On: A Memoir. Dr.

Hope changed profoundly during and after the war years. As enlistments by male students reduced the student
body to only a fraction of its pre-war size, the military filled the void for a time when it made Hope a site for
its Army Specialized Training Program, members of which are shown marching outside Lubbers Hall (then
the Science Building). After the war, former GIs flooded the campus, setting the college on a trajectory that
continues today.

Zuidema, who enrolled at Hope immediately
after high school, also has a chapter in the new
book about his experience at the college from
1946 to 1949.
Hoping to provide a broad overview, they
resolved to feature a mix of perspectives in
the volume. Even with nearly three dozen
contributors, however, they recognize that those
included are representative and not exhaustive.
“We could have had a hundred,”
Nordstrom said.
There are accounts of typical pre-war
student moments—sodas at the local drug
store, the Pull tug-of-war, the thrill of watching
the “Blitz Kids” of the men’s basketball team
at the Holland Armory. And then the times
change—most of the men leave campus for
service in the military; the college hosts an
Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP)
unit; the students raise money for a jeep in
support of the war effort; a young student sits
sadly at her professor’s home, not knowing
what to say when he and his family learn
that his son has been killed. Some tell of the
war—Gord Brewer ’48 shares his experiences
as a ground crewman with a fighter group in
England and of the pilots who didn’t return.
With the war over, times change again, with
former servicemen on the GI Bill filling the
campus, their wartime experiences giving
them a perspective and focus that shaped

the character of the education for their nonveteran peers as well.
Most of the memoirs were prepared
specifically for the book, but some have been
shared from other sources. An essay by Roy
Berry, who came to Hope through the ASTP
program (and while on campus met his wife
Myra Kleis ’45 Berry, who also wrote a chapter)
was prepared through the Oral History Project
of the Joint Archives of Holland. An article by
retired faculty member Dr. John Hollenbach,
which chronicles how Hope’s response to
the overwhelming growth in the student
body immediately after the war was guided
by President Irwin Lubbers’s commitment
to helping the returning servicemen, was
previously published through a HASP “History
Writing” project in 1993 (Dr. Hollenbach died
in 1998).
Reflecting the sad reality that the U.S.
is losing its “Greatest Generation” to the
passage of time—nationwide, more than
1,000 World War II veterans die each day-some of the voices that were present at the
start of the project have since fallen silent.
The Rev. Jim Cook ’48 and the Rev. Bill
Hillegonds ’49, who both wrote chapters for
the book, each died this past year, as did the
Rev. Glenn Bruggers ’48, whose eloquence at
the HASP meetings inspired the volume in
the first place.

Hope, is in part, a monument to those
who lived those times, the memories they
share in the book one more lasting gift.

* * *

Copies of Hope College at the Crossroads:
The War Years are available at the Hope-Geneva
Bookstore for $30 plus shipping and handling.
Proceeds from the sale will support a scholarship
at Hope named in memory of the 43 Hope
servicemen who gave their lives during the war.
Located on the lower level of the DeWitt Center,
the bookstore may be called at 1-800-946-4673 or
visited online at www.hope.edu/bookstore.
The book’s introduction is by Dr. Gordon
Van Wylen, president of Hope from 1972 until
retiring in 1987, who is himself a World War II
veteran, having served as a submarine officer in
the Pacific Theatre.
The contributing authors are Myra Kleis
’45 Berry, Roy Berry, Vern Boersma ’44, Gordon
Brewer ’48, Glenn Bruggers ’48, Elton Bruins ’50,
Jim Cook ’48, Vivian Tardiff ’44 Cook, Elaine
Meeusen ’47 DePree, Russell DeVette ’45, Lamont
Dirkse ’50, Pinks Mulder ’46 Dudley, Paul Fried
’46, Wallace Friedberg ’49, Carol Granberg
’62, Lars Granberg, Bill Hillegonds ’49, Libby
Romaine ’46 Hillegonds, John Hollenbach, Roger
Kempers ’49, Robert Kranendonk ’50, Arend D.
Lubbers ’53, Rosey Seith ’45 Maatman, Barbara
Bilkert ’47 Mulder, Don Mulder ’48, M. Eugene
Osterhaven ’37, Robert Snow ’49, Barbara Dee
Folensbee ’43 Timmer, Trudy Maassen ’47 Vander
Haar, George Vander Hill ’42, Robert “Gabby”
Van Dis ’47, Arthur O. Van Eck ’48, Gerard Van
Heest ’49 and George Zuidema ’49.
The book was printed by the Steketee-Van
Huis Group of Holland, Mich., which was in
keeping with the Hope theme. Ted Etheridge ’72
is the recently retired CEO of the group.

They changed Hope forever
“But now, so many years later, at the
core of my memories of living in the dorm
are the unchanged faces of the veterans as I
knew them then and the experiences so many
of them silently harbored. None of us who
had yet to see active service could pretend
indifference. They came from all the branches
of military service and seemed uniformly glad
again to be civilians. However, behind the
facades of carefree college students lay many
untold stories of great courage and heroism.
It was not that they talked about the war, but
in time bits and pieces would emerge. Just
down the hall Joe Palmer roomed with Al
Pennings. Both had seen much action. It
was with awe we learned that unassuming
Joe Palmer had been a decorated infantry
scout working behind enemy lines in Europe
and had survived uninjured. Scouts had the
greatest mortality rate in the infantry and

few survived. The room next to us was Don
Walchenbach’s. One day in New Jersey he
and six of his high school friends had gone
down, almost as a lark, to enlist in the Naval
Air Force. He was the smallest and the one
least expected to pass the physical exams. As
things turned out he was the only one who
did. He went on to be a highly decorated
naval fighter pilot flying off of aircraft carriers
in the South Pacific and was the only one of
his original unit to have survived the war. I
could recount several other similar stories.
The maturity and sense of purpose that the
returning men and women of World War II
brought with them changed Hope College
forever.”
— From “On Campus Living—Men’s
Residences 1945-1949,” by Dr. Roger
Kempers ’49
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Spring Sports Roundup

Fit

to be

Tied

O

ver the years the storied athletic rivalry
between Hope and Calvin colleges has
tended to focus on basketball more than other
sports.
The truth of the matter is that rivalry goes
much deeper as evidenced by the outcome of
this year’s Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic
Association (MIAA) Commissioner’s Cup
standings.
The MIAA Commissioner’s Cup (AllSports) award is based on the cumulative
performance of each member school in the
league’s 18 sports for men and women and for
the first time in the eight-decade-long history
of the standings, there was a tie for first place
as Hope and Calvin each accumulated 202
points in the final compilation for 2007-08.
Even more amazing, this year’s “race”
came down to the last MIAA athletic event of
the school year. By winning its final baseball
game, Calvin garnered enough all-sports
points to cause the tie and force Hope to share
the Cup.
There is an extra rush of adrenaline for
athletes, coaches and fans alike whenever
the orange-and-blue is competing against the
maroon-and-gold. When Hope and Calvin
played head-to-head in different sports in 0708 the outcomes were amazingly 10-10-1.
For Hope it means hanging a record
30th All-Sports banner from the rafters
of the DeVos Fieldhouse signifying many
outstanding accomplishments by studentathletes and their coaches on the conference
and national fields of play.

H

ighlighting the spring sports season were notable
accomplishments by several athletes.

• Junior John Pelton (pictured above) of Rock Hill,
S.C., was the MIAA’s most valuable tennis player after
he went undefeated in conference dual matches and at
the league tournament. His 22 wins set a Hope record
for victories in a season. He was rewarded with the
opportunity to play in the NCAA championships.
• Senior Kylee Brouwer (pictured at right) of
Hudsonville, Mich., was named a first-team softball
All-American. Brouwer is an outstanding catcher, but
an early-season hand injury forced her to switch to the
designated player position. The injury didn’t impact
her ability to hold and swing a bat as she set a Hope
single-season batting record (.533).
• The Flying Dutch scored their highest point
total in school history at the NCAA track and
field championships behind three All-America
performances. Junior Nora Kuiper (pictured at right)
of Parchment, Mich., placed fifth in the 100-meter
dash, the best-ever finish by an MIAA female athlete
in the sprint event.  Repeating as All-Americans with
fourth-place finishes were senior heptathlete Lindsay
Lange (lower left) of Manistee, Mich., and junior highjumper Christina Lis (lower right) of Novi, Mich.
 	
A complete summary of the spring sports season
can be found on the Hope College athletics Web site
http://www.hope.edu/athletics/

Hope College celebrated new stadiums for its
baseball and softball programs this spring with
dedication programs. The festivities occurred at both
facilities, with Ron Boeve ’60 (left) receiving the first
pitch at the Boeve Baseball Stadium from his wife
Sunny, and Karla Hoesch ’73 Wolters (right) throwing
a strike to her husband Tom ’73 at the Wolters Softball
Stadium. Please see additional photos on page 22.
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Alumni Profile

Young

Lives

in the

Balance
A

s a young student, Kristina Kyles ’04
experienced first-hand the difference that
help from others can make.
Today as a young professional, she is
committed to providing the same sort of help
to others.
For the way she has done that work, the
Hope College Alumni Association presented
her with the Young Alumni Award on Saturday,
May 3.
Kyles, who lives in Boston, Mass., is
concluding two years as president and chief
executive officer of Houston Academics Inc.,
which she co-founded in 2006.  Houston
Academics is an educational consulting firm
designed to assist underrepresented minorities
from around the world in gaining access
to higher education and assisting school
districts and educational organizations with
progressive and culturally relevant curriculum
development. The firm’s student clients have
gained admission to colleges and universities
around the country.
She also directs the Metropolitan Council
for Educational Opportunity (METCO) Program
for the Marblehead Public Schools.  METCO
is a voluntary desegregation program through
which students from inner-city Boston
commute to suburban districts. She works with

“When people ask me how
to increase the number
of teachers of color, I tell
them how important it is to
home-grow them.”
– Kristina Kyles ’04

a variety of professionals in supervising the
academic, social and emotional growth of the
72 students in grades one-12 who participate in
her district.
Kyles appreciates from personal
experience the importance and impact that
conscientiously crafted programs can have.
She became a part of the Hope community in
the fall of 1997 while a sophomore at Holland
High School through Project TEACH (Teachers
Entering A Career through Hope).  Project
TEACH is an incentive scholarship program
whose primary objective is increasing the
number of persons of color in the teaching
profession. The participants join as high
school students, receiving mentoring from
current Hope students as well as through the
program, and then receive scholarship aid to
attend the college as they pursue their teaching
degree.
“It was the only reason that I went to
Hope, and the only reason I got an education,”
she said. “When people ask me how to
increase the number of teachers of color, I tell
them how important it is to home-grow them.”
Kyles was an active volunteer with a
focus on education throughout high school,
an emphasis that continued at Hope, where
her activities included working with students
at Holland’s East Middle School and serving
as program director of Core City’s Learning
Enhancement Achievement Program (LEAP).
After graduating she taught history and
social science at Framingham High School for
three years, also conducting an administrative
practicum at the school while completing her
Master of Arts degree in educational leadership
at Simmons College. She joined Marblehead
Public Schools in August 2007.
She is leaving Houston Academics this
month so that she can devote time to pursuing
her doctorate while continuing to work with
the Marblehead schools. She plans to focus on

Kristina Kyles ’04 began preparing for a career in
education while in high school, as a participant
in Project TEACH (Teachers Entering A Career
through Hope) at Hope. In May she received the
college’s Young Alumni Award in recognition of
her contributions to the field, particularly as an
advocate for diverse populations to reach their
academic and professional potential.

issues of equity and diversity in her doctoral
work en route to the contributions she will
make to education in the future.
As she accepted her award on May 3, Kyles
reflected on the role that Hope had played in
preparing her.
“I know that each one of us can think of
those things that happened at Hope that made
us who we really are,” she said. “Those things
at Hope that allowed us to really begin to
sharpen our skills to give to the world.”
“I feel blessed to be able to give back every
day, because it is no way a chore. It is in no way
exceptional. It is just fulfilling a need that has
arisen,” Kyles said.  “And that’s one thing that
Hope gives us, and that’s one thing that Hope
makes us continue to do. It makes us fulfill the
needs that are standing right in front of us.”
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A

s I write these words, the college is
settling into the relative quiet of summer
after celebrating past, present and future in
two major Hope traditions that to me seem
intrinsically connected. On Friday-Sunday,
May 2-4, we welcomed more than 700 alumni
and friends to campus to enjoy class reunions
and share memories of student days while
catching up on the years since. On Sunday
we hosted thousands of parents and family
members for graduation, both an ending and a
beginning for the college’s newest alumni.
There’s a paradox in the two events: they
seem slow in arriving and all-too-brief in
Mary Boelkins ‘96
Remenschneider
passing. We spend months planning for
Alumni Director
Alumni Weekend, and yet the entire event is
completed within 48 hours.  Similarly, students spend years preparing
for that moment when they walk across the stage and then that
moment passes ever-too-quickly, and the undergraduate years are over.
This weekend I found myself reflecting on my own journey as
a student and beyond. At what point in my life did I appreciate the
significance of graduation and what that degree in my hands really
meant?
Over the years I have been impressed by how much more fully
Hope’s young people seem to grasp the importance of their education
and graduation than I did. They have a broader world view, a greater
appreciation for diversity of experience, and a better understanding of
an individual’s role in the world and how faith can directly shape that
role than I recall having during my college years. They still fully enjoy
themselves, of course, but they seem to approach their education and
future in a very mature fashion.
The Class of 2008 will celebrate its first reunion in five years at
the 2013 Homecoming—and many more will follow. Based on the
dedication that today’s students show, I anticipate what the years
between will bring to their lives and the communities that they will
serve for the better, shaped by their Hope education in ways they
perhaps cannot yet imagine.

Window

to Hope’s

History

It can seem like Dimnent Memorial Chapel has always been. It has been a
part of the Hope landscape for generations, and with its Gothic mien and
soaring sanctuary softly lit through towering stained-glass windows it echoes
the Europe of nearly a millennium ago. The chapel was constructed in the
1920s as a successor to Winants Chapel in Graves Hall, which had been
outgrown. The college reached far when it dedicated itself to adding the
majestic structure, but the centrality of faith to the Hope experience deserved
no less; four-score years later, the vision continues to serve well. Pictured is
the ceremony for the placement of the cornerstone on October 12, 1927.

Alumni Board of Directors
Officers
Karen Gonder ’81 Navis, President, Grandville, Mich.
Mark VanGenderen ’90, Vice President, Cedarburg, Wis.
Sara Van Anrooy ’82, Secretary, Castle Rock, Colo.
Board Members
Nancy Wallendal ’72 Bassman, Scotch Plains, N.J.
Anita Van Engen ’98 Bateman, Austin, Texas
Bob Bieri ’83, Holland, Mich.
Lisa Bos ’97, Washington, D.C.
Jason Cash ’07, Brighton, Mich.
David Daubenspeck ’74, Vista, Calif.
Lori Visscher ’83 Droppers, Maitland, Fla.
Gene Haulenbeek ’72, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Betsy Boersma ’77 Jasperse, Traverse City, Mich.
Brett Kingma ’09, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Carol Rylance ’60 MacGregor, Norcross, Ga.
Kat Nichols ’99, Minneapolis, Minn.
Sarah Oosterink ’08, Jenison, Mich.
Elias Sanchez ’78, Hinsdale, Ill.
Scott Schaaf ’88, Seattle, Wash.
Todd Soderquist ’96, Canton, Mich.
Carol Schakel ’68 Troost, Scotia, N.Y.
Lois Tornga ’56 Veldman, Okemos, Mich.
Liaison
Mary Boelkins ’96 Remenschneider, Director of Alumni and Parent Relations
Please accept our invitation to visit the Alumni Office
on the internet: www.hope.edu/alumni
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Class Notes
News and information for class
notes, marriages, advanced degrees and
deaths are compiled for News from Hope
College by Kathy Miller.
News should be mailed to: Alumni
News; Hope College Public Relations;
141 E. 12th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland,
MI  49422-9000.  Internet users may
send to alumni@hope.edu or submit
information via myHope, http://myhope.
hope.edu.
All submissions received by the
Public Relations Office by Tuesday, April
29, have been included in this issue.
Because of the lead time required by
this publication’s production schedule,
submissions received after that date
(with the exception of obituary notices)
have been held for the next issue, the
deadline for which is Tuesday, July 1.

40s
Seymour K. Padnos ’43 and his
wife will celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary on Friday, June 20.
Preston Stegenga ’47 and Marcia
DeYoung ’48 Stegenga of Sacramento,
Calif., are still attending their home
church though no longer serving on the
consistory. They report that most of
their energy goes toward their yard and
gardens.
Don Buteyn ’48 of Holland, Mich.,
recently related his experiences in World
War II in a two-hour recorded interview
with Professor James Smithie of the
history department of Grand Valley
State University. In partnership with
the Library of Congress, Smithie is video
recording the experiences of World War
II veterans. Don told of being with the
first U.S. and Allied troops to cross the
Rhine over the bridge at Remagen, and
included his memories of the liberation
of three Nazi political prison camps
along the Rhine and of his time in a
military hospital in Paris after being
wounded in combat.

Helen Wagner ’48 (Van Singel)
Spicuzza of Mason, Mich., is greatgrandmother to Ava Nicole, born in
2006 to her granddaughter and her
granddaughter’s husband, Norman Jolin
’94.  Helen reports that she and Ava
were on the Hope Internet when they
all attended the televised Hope-Calvin
basketball game last year.
B. Virgil Janssen ’49 of Ann Arbor,
Mich., is retired. He taught English and
psychology at Oakland Community
College for 25 years.

50s
David Hanson ’53 and Helen Howard
’54 Hanson are moving to Boalsburg, Pa.,
in September to be near their daughter,
Wendy Hanson ’83, who works for
Pennsylvania State University in State
College.
James Baker ’57 and Elizabeth
Vander Jagt ’59 Baker of Long Beach,
Calif., spent February in Kijabe, Kenya,
on their fifth mission trip to the area.
Jim did pathology work at Africa Inland
Church’s Kijabe Hospital.  Elizabeth did
counseling and Bible teaching nearby
with mothers and children in the Cure
International Children’s Hospital of
Kenya. Arrangements for their trip were
made through Samaritan’s Purse.  Jim
and Elizabeth left for Kenya shortly after
the U.S. government removed the Peace
Corps workers from the country due to
instability and tribal conflict. They did
not see the fighting but much of the
affect on people made homeless. Near
the hospital is the Rift Valley Academy,
a school for many missionary kids. The
Bakers had dinner with the Coots who
head the academy and said that many
of the academy graduates go to Hope
College. The Bakers left on the day a
treaty was reached. That prevented
rioting in the streets of Nairobi on the
road to the airport.  Jim reported that
the Kenyan people seemed pleased at the
work of the American government.
Kenneth Faber ’58 still works and lives
in Grand Rapids, Mich., but now spends
winters at a home in Green Valley, Ariz.
Al Kooyers ’58 and Alice Kooyers ’58
of Holland, Mich., celebrated the birth of
their first great-grandchild in March.
Nena Lila Mih ’58 Spirt of
Livingston, N.J., retired in 2002.  She has
two daughters and five grandchildren.
In 2005 she had a kidney transplant.

60s
Catch up with this year’s
nine reunion classes (1943
through 1983) through the
special gallery of reunion group
photos taken on Saturday,
May 3.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

Donald Van’t Hof ’60 and Mary Ann
Cumerford ’60 Van’t Hof of Holland,
Mich., celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on Saturday, April 5.
Karl VonIns ’60 of Holland, Mich.,
was a first-time spectator at the 42nd
Annual Ottawa Relays on Saturday, May

3, after organizing the high school track
and field event for 41 years.  His wife
and his daughter, Amy VonIns ’90
Duistermars, assisted him with the
event over the years.
Marti Workman ’63 Driscoll of
Muskegon, Mich., retired three years
ago as a elementary principal. She
received the Michigan Golden Apple
award for improved achievement at
an innercity high-poverty elementary
building and received Administrator
of the Year award from the Michigan
Reading Association.
Sandra Piersma ’63 Jousma of
Holland, Mich., reports that she works
with Spanish-speaking families in the
area.
Darell J. Schregardus ’63 of
Holland, Mich., finished his term
as moderator of the New Brunswick
Theological Seminary Board of Trustees
in April. He will serve two more years,
fulfilling eight years on the board.
Edward Seely ’63 and Carol
Turkstra ’64 Seely recently moved to
Loveland, Colo. Edward retired in May
2007 from a career of serving churches
as an ordained minister for 37 years
followed by teaching at Calvin College
and Calvin Theological Seminary for
five years. He continues to write. His
primary project, through his continued
relationship with the Calvin Institute
of Christian Worship as a research
associate, is a manual for teaching
Christian worship.
Norman Smith ’63 of Southampton,
Mass., has been assistant director
of admission for Florida Institute of
Technology since he retired as guidance
counselor at Northampton High
School in 1999. He and his wife of
44 years have two children and two
grandchildren.
Arlen Tenpas ’63 of Waupun, Wis.,
and his wife have six children and
11 grandchildren, with two more
grandchildren due in August.
Christine Nykamp ’63 Wolter of
South Bend, Ind., and her husband
celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary at a luncheon party on
July 29, 2007.  The highlights of
their time together, from meeting as
teachers in a high school in South
Bend to the celebration last summer,
were chronicled by Chris and
published as a full-page story in the
Jan. 15, 2008, issue of the South Bend
Tribune.
Jerry Saggers ’66 of Dumfries, Va.,
retired in June 2007.
Eugene Roberts ’67 of Rochester,
N.Y., recently retired from Brighton
Reformed Church and full-time parish
ministry after 27 years with the RCA.  
He served churches in New Jersey before
moving to Rochester in 1996.  He hopes
to continue teaching, preaching and
writing in the years ahead. He has
shared his work with Carol Rajsky ’68
Roberts for the past 41 years.

Elton Bruins ’50 of Holland,
Mich., was grand marshal of
the Tulip Time Volksparade on
Wednesday, May 7. He was a
member of the Hope religion
faculty from 1966 until
retiring in 1992.  Reflecting his
longstanding interest in local
and Hope history, in 1994 he
became founding director of
the A.C. Van Raalte Institute,
retiring in 2002.
Florence (Flo) Sova ’68 Ferguson
of Newburgh, N.Y., volunteers on site
for Newburgh Habitat for Humanity
and volunteers as a Spanish teacher to
students 55 years and older in a senior
program through Mount St. Mary’s
College. She also enjoys spending time
with her two grandsons and traveling.
Marilyn Koman-Crace ’68 retired
to Belton, Texas, after 25 years in
education. She had been a teacher,
reading specialist, principal, and state
technology consultant in Michigan,
Alaska and New Mexico.
Mary Jane Montgomery ’68 of Grand
Haven, Mich., earned a degree in nursing
(please see “Advanced Degrees”) and
passed the board examinations for a
nursing license last September.
Philip A. Rauwerdink ’68 of Oregon,
Ill., is a specialized interim minister
serving Ebenezer Reformed Church in
Oregon.
Cheryl Roberts ’68 Saggers of
Dumfries, Va., retired from teaching in
June 2007.
Richard J. Aardema ’69 of
Kalamazoo, Mich., retired from Western
Michigan University’s College of
Aviation after serving as a member of
the faculty from 1981 through 2007. In
addition to teaching, he also served as
a staff pilot, faculty chair and interim
dean. He plans to continue teaching
part time and enjoy his hobbies of flying
and building airplanes, spending time
out on the lake, and traveling with
his wife, Bonnie Lee Timmer ’68
Aardema.
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Tim Crandall ’69 of Mason, Mich.,
was inducted into the Coldwater (Mich.)
High School Music Hall of Fame at a
ceremony on Sunday, March 9. He was a
band director in Michigan public schools
in Lake Odessa, Constantine and Mason
for 32 years. He retired from Mason after
serving from 1972 to 2001.

70s
John Norden ’71 of Grandville, Mich.,
shared his passion for baseball cards
with second graders at Sibley Elementary
School in Grand Rapids, Mich., last
winter. In addition to showing cards, he
gave out about 1,600 for the children to
keep.
Kathleen Halverson ’73 Dustin
of Contoocook, N.H., received the
“Excellence in Design of the Future”
award at the Smithsonian Craft Show
held in April in Washington, D.C. She
has been an independent studio artist
for 30 years and is widely recognized as a
pioneer in the medium of polymer clay.
She is a member and juror of the League
of New Hampshire Craftsmen, the oldest
professional craft organization in the
United States, and has been a juror for

Hundreds of members of the
Hope family attended the
dedications of the new Boeve
and Wolters stadiums on
Saturday, April 26—and the
baseball and softball doubleheaders which followed. The
baseball stadium has been
named in honor of Ronald
Boeve ’60, an assistant
baseball coach for nearly a
quarter of a century, and his
wife Sonya (Sunny), pictured
above at left and center with
President James Bultman
’63, who was the college’s
head baseball coach from 1971
to 1985. The softball stadium
has been named in honor of
Karla Hoesch ’73 Wolters,
longtime Hope softball coach,
and her husband Tom ’73,
both pictured below.
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numerous national shows. She teaches
art courses in Europe and the Middle
East and is curating a 2009 international
exhibit for Boston’s Fuller Fine Craft
Museum.
Joanna Wennet ’73 Ezinga of
Canaan, N.Y., made a career shift to
pursue her longtime interest in fitness.
She returned to school and became a
certified personal trainer and became
a USA Triathlon certified coach. She
founded Ezinga Fitness, a company that
specializes in fitness for women over 50,
and gives triathlon training for women.
Robert Schellenberg ’73 of Jenison,
Mich., was appointed to the board
of directors of Cabo Drilling Co., an
international mineral drilling company
based in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada.
Sheryl Smith ’73 of Holland, Mich.,
retired in June 2007 after teaching
German for 34 years at Hamilton (Mich.)
High School. She began her retirement
by traveling with 29 of her students to
Germany, where they celebrated the
25th year of partnership between the
Michelsenschule in Hildesheim and
Hamilton High School.
Jackie Stegeman ’73 Swanezy of
Holland, Mich., retired after 34 years of
teaching kindergarten through second
grades in the West Ottawa Public
Schools.
Barbara West ’73 of Sarasota, Fla., is
clinical nurse supervisor at Take Care of
Sarasota, a private duty home health care
agency.
Alfred Fedak ’75 of Albany, N.Y.,
wrote one of the anthems featured
during the Baccalaureate services at
Hope College on Sunday, May 4.  His
work, performed by the college’s Chapel
Choir, was “L’Envoy: King of Glory, King
of Peace.”
Nancy Blackwell ’77 of Indianapolis,
Ind., was recently re-elected as president
of the Central Indiana chapter of the
Information Systems Audit and Control
Association. She also served as an
instructor for the chapter’s Certified
Information Systems Auditor exam
review course.
Gary Kirchner ’77 of Chesapeake.
Va., was recently hired by Booz Allen
Hamilton Strategic Communications
Group in Norfolk, Va., to work on
Commander Fleet Forces Command’s
Fleet Readiness Enterprise.  As a Naval
Reservist, he is currently the Director of
the Reserve Chief of Naval Information
Headquarters unit at the Pentagon.
Mark Baeverstad ’78 of Fort Wayne,
Ind., was inducted as a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers in
March 2007.
Jo-Dea DenUyl ’78 McLean Bouman
of Holland, Mich., reports that she
was married in 1996 to Frank Bouman
in South Haven, Mich. She is an ELL
(English Language Learner) teacher in
Fennville, Mich.
Scott Bradley ’78 of Wamego, Kansas,
was named Middle School Band Director
of the Year in the state of Kansas.
Drew Deters ’78 of Zeeland, Mich.,
recently joined Five Star Real Estate
Lakeshore LLC as a licensed realtor.
Ann Northuis ’78 Knoll of Grand

Please visit myHope to
view photos from Alumni
Weekend and other
events by going to http://
myhope.hope.edu and
clicking “event photos.”
A login is required.
Haven, Mich., teaches elementary art
and substitutes in the Grand Haven Area
Public Schools.

80s
Todd DeYoung ’80 of Lake Bluff,
Ill., is a corporate vice president at
Motorola Inc., who headed strategy and
business development. As part of the
company’s new effort to streamline the
mobile-devices division, he has been
given responsibility for ensuring the
company’s cell phones match its overall
strategies and are being directed at the
right market.
Michelle Mills ’80 Martin of North
Muskegon, Mich., has been with Harbor
Psychological Associates since 2006 and
is part of the formation of the Harbor
Center for Sexual Health.
Craig S. Morford ’81 is chief
compliance officer for Cardinal Health, a
global provider of products and services
that improve the safety and productivity
of health care.
Bradley Slagh ’81 of Zeeland,
Mich., graduated from the Michigan
Political Leadership Program (MPLP)
on Thursday, March 6.  The program is
a bipartisan learning environment for
individuals desiring to engage in public
policy and governmental leadership,
supported by Michigan State University
through its College of Social Science.
Chuck Bell ’83 of Bronson, Mich., is
director of the Rotary “Life Leadership
Conference” sponsored by Rotary
District 6290.  He has been involved
with the conference for 30 years, since
he was sponsored as a high school
graduate. He has been director for 10
years.
Jim Eickhoff ’83 of Cincinnati, Ohio,
volunteers with the Hamilton County
(Ohio) Prison Ministry worship team.
Maryam Dibir ’83 Komejan of
Holland, Mich., is CEO and managing
director of The Zeika Group LLC, a
consulting firm that offers strategic
planning, senior executive coaching/
management development, training,
and transition management services to
companies that need to develop new
strategic initiatives in order to adapt to
change.
Linda Miller ’83 of Naperville, Ill.,
and her daughters, Carissa Ten Hoeve

(age 18) and Cailyn Ten Hoeve (age 14)
hosted a German girl this school year
through the Youth for Understanding
exchange organization. She arrived in
early August and returned to Germany
in mid-June.
David H. Myaard ’83 is moving to
Germany this summer to begin work at
the U.S. consulate in Frankfort.
Daniel Kempker ’84 of Holland,
Mich., has been promoted to senior vice
president at J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons
Inc.
Stephen Kiss ’84 of Fennville, Mich.,
has been promoted to first vice president
at J.J.B. Hilliard, W.L. Lyons Inc.
Todd Schuiling ’84 of Zeeland, Mich.,
is the new director of donor services
for the Community Foundation of the
Holland/Zeeland Area.
Tony Turner ’84 of West Bend, Wis.,
was elected to West Bend’s city council
on Tuesday, April 1, 2008, and sworn
in on Tuesday, April 15. He is an
information systems consultant with
Northwestern Mutual.
Elizabeth Smallegan ’85 Ebihara of
Holland, Mich., completed the Boston
Marathon on Monday, April 21, 2008.
Daniel W. Socall ’86 has been
appointed director of the University
of Wyoming Counseling Center in the
Division of Student Affairs. Since 2001
he had been director of the Counseling
Center at the University of Northern
Colorado in Greeley.
Scott Buhrmaster ’88 of Chicago,
Ill., has accepted a position as vice
president of operations with The Force
Science Institute after serving on its
national advisory board for four years.
The institute conducts groundbreaking
research into human behavior under
extreme stress, specifically with law
enforcement officers involved in lifethreatening situations. Their findings are
frequently cited in high-profile legal cases
involving police use of force worldwide.
David Kuiper ’88 of Zeeland, Mich.,
recently joined the advisory board of

Carol Kuyper ’64
McCullough of Calgary,
Alberta, was awarded the
Literacy Alberta Award of
Excellence for a literacy
practitioner in April 2008.
Each year Literacy Alberta
recognizes the achievements
of practitioners (teachers and
administrators), volunteers,
students and programs for their
contributions to Adult Basic
Literacy education (ABLE). The
practitioner award was based
on letters of nomination and
support from colleagues both
at Bow Valley College where
she works and at other agencies
in Calgary where she has had
partnerships, as well as from
tutors and students that she
supervises. The awards were
presented at the Pan-Canadian
Literacy forum, a conference for
the Ministers of Education for
all the provinces of Canada.

Hope presented awards to
three alumni during the
annual Alumni Banquet on
Saturday, May 3. Dr. Donald
Kroodsma ’68 and Ruth
Ziemann ’67 Sweetser (at
left and right) each received
Distinguished Alumni Awards,
while Kristina Kyles ’04
(center) received a Young
Alumni Award. More about the
awards is available online, as
are stories about Dr. Kroodsma
and Sweetser that appeared
in News from Hope College in
June 2006 and August 2006
respectively.  Kyles is featured
in this issue on page 19.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

www.bankrate.com, a source of mortgage
information online. He is a leading
mortgage planner with First Place Bank,
and has consistently been ranked as one
of the top mortgage loan officers in the
country by Mortgage Originator Magazine.
He is also a nationally recognized author,
speaker and trainer for the mortgage
industry.
Tom Kuiper ’89 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is a founding partner with threeyear-old Kuiper Orlebeke PC, a law firm
that has grown from three to seven
attorneys. He also volunteers in his
community, profession and church.
Bart Pierce ’89 of Holland, Mich.,
completed the Boston Marathon on

Monday, April 21, 2008.
Kristin Kuhn ’89 Searfass of
Downingtown, Pa., began working as
an elementary supervisor of special
education for the Coatesville Area
School District in Chester County, Pa.,
last July.  She oversees seven schools,
approximately 24 special-education
teachers, and the Individualized
Education Programs (IEPs) of about 300
students.  In January she began her 18th
year in the field of special education.
She recently started volunteering in the
emergency room of a local hospital.
Christine Lahner ’89 Webster
of Hudsonville, Mich., was named a
regional Teacher of the Year and state
runner-up by the Michigan Science
Teacher Association. She teaches at
Hudsonville High School and the
Hudsonville Freshman Campus. She has
been with the district since 1994.  She
and her husband, Mark Webster ’89,
have two children.

90s
Tim Ritsema ’90 of Zeeland, Mich.,
has been named athletic director of
Zeeland East High School. For the past
four years he has been assistant principal
at the school.
Thomas R. TerMaat ’90 of Ada,
Mich., was recently recognized by the
Kent County Board of Commissioners
for his years of service on the John Ball
Zoo advisory board.
Scott Trumble ’90 of Elkhart, Ind.,
presented “Advances in the Management
of Syndesmotic Ankle Injuries in
Athletes” as part of the Distinguished
Lecture Series in Sports Medicine at
Hope on Monday, April 21. He is an
orthopedic surgeon, practicing with
OSMC, a center for comprehensive
musculosketal diagnosis, surgery and
therapy care.

Karen Zienert ’90 moved to Niles,
Mich., in January to join Southwestern
Medical Clinic. She continues to
practice obstetrics and gynecology, but
now works in a supportive environment
at home and still takes an active part in
supporting medical missions overseas.
Todd Campbell ’91 began as city
manager for Saline, Mich., on Monday,
Feb. 11. He was previously assistant city
manager for Sturgis, Mich. He and his
wife have three children.
Brian Etzel ’91 has been named
partner in The Miller Law Firm PC, based
in Rochester, Mich.  He concentrates
his practice in commercial litigation.
He is also a recent graduate of the
Michigan Political Leadership Program,
a fellowship program administered by
Michigan State University’s Institute for
Public Policy and Social Research.
Kristen Lambrides-Robin ’91 of
Flushing, Mich., again served as sign
interpreter during the Hope College
Baccalaureate and Commencement
exercises, held this year on Sunday,
May 4.
Kris Long ’91 of Columbus, Ohio,
serves on the staff of Ohio Governor
Ted Strickland as deputy legislative
director, a position she assumed in
January.  During the previous year she
served as the governor’s policy executive
assistant for public safety and criminal
justice, and the Bureau of Workers’
Compensation.
Jonathan P. O’Brien ’91 of
Kalamazoo, Mich., recently spoke at
“Pharma/Biotech Patent Claim Drafting
and Prosecution,” the American
Conference Institute’s conference in
New York City. He discussed “Aligning
Your Patent Timing Strategies with
Business Objectives in Order to
Maximize Your Patent Lifecycle.”  
He is a registered patent attorney
and a principal in Miller Canfield’s
intellectual property and life science &
biotechnology groups.

Eugene Sutton ’76 of
Washington, D.C., was elected
bishop by the Episcopal Diocese
of Maryland on Saturday, March
29, at an electing convention
held at St. James’ Church in
Baltimore. He will be ordained
and consecrated a bishop by
Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori and all Bishops of
The Episcopal Church present
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 28,
2008, at Washington National
Cathedral. Eugene has most
recently been a canon pastor
of the Washington National
Cathedral and director of the
Cathedral Center for Prayer and
Pilgrimage.
Wade Gugino ’92 of Holland,
Mich., is one of the newest members
of the Holland Blast, a member of the
International Basketball League. After
graduating from Hope, he played
basketball in Europe for 15 years.
Mike Sparks ’92 of Charlotte, Mich., is
the new head coach for the Kalamazoo
Xplosion of the Continental Indoor
Football League. He also continues as
defensive coordinator for Olivet College.
Doug Mesecar ’93 of Lovettsville,
Va., was appointed by U.S. Secretary of
Education Margaret Spellings to lead the
Office of Innovation and Improvement
(OII) as Assistant Deputy Secretary.
He began working in OII on Friday,
Feb. 29. The office coordinates the
implementation of the public school
choice and the supplemental services
provisions of the “No Child Left Behind
Act” and oversees the administration of
approximately 28 grant programs.
James Oonk ’93 of Holland, Mich.,
is director of sales and business
development with Grooters Productions
of Holland. He develops investment

A Lifest yle of Hope

Hope is a second home to Lamont ’50 and Ruth DeGraaf ’50 Dirkse, who now reside
downtown Holland, within walking distance of campus. Lamont’s and Ruth’s Hope
roots are deep, making their decision to support the college an easy one. The couple
met as students and both later returned as employees, Lamont as an education faculty
member and dean of students and Ruth as an advisor in the Academic Support Center.
They relish their close proximity to campus and regularly attend sporting events,
concerts and lectures. Lamont and Ruth are longtime members of the Dimnent
Heritage Society through contributing to Hope’s pooled income fund, for which
they received a charitable tax deduction. They contribute back the quarterly income
payments as additions to the endowed scholarship fund that they have established
to benefit education students. For more than 30 years, planned gifts from donors
such as Lamont and Ruth have helped shape the character of Hope College and
its community. Please let us help you create your Hope legacy.
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For more information contact:
Voice: (616)395-7779
John A. Ruiter, J.D. - Dir. of Planned Giving
E-Mail: ruiter@hope.edu
141 East 12th Street
www.hope.edu/advancement
Holland, MI 49423
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capital for Ferocious Films as well as
works with new and existing production
clients.
Anna Rangel-Clawson ’93 of
Holland, Mich., accepted a plaque
from State Senator Wayne Kuipers on
Friday, Feb. 22, in commendation of
Van Raalte School’s efforts in working
with community organizations. She
is principal of the Holland elementary
school.
Jonathan Slagh ’94 of South Bend,
Ind., has joined the Elkhart, Ind., firm
of Stutsman, Mulvaney & DeBoer. His
practice concentrates in personal injury
and general practice.
Scott Hall ’95 of Muskegon, Mich., is
customer care and logistics supervisor
for Lorin Industries. He and his wife
have three children, Karlie, Dyland and
Teresa.
Phillip D. Torrence ’96 of Portage,
Mich., will speak at the 20th Annual
Business Law Institute Seminar presented
by the Institute of Continuing Legal
Education on Saturday, June 14, in
Dearborn, Mich. He willl present
“Analyze That: Insights from the 2007
Deal Points Studies on Private Targets,
Public Targets, and Public Target LBOs.”  

Dean Thayer ’98 of Zeeland,
Mich., avoided a disappointing
loss with some extraordinarily
appropriate help. Dean, who is
system manager with the office
of computing and information
technology at Hope, had
lost his wedding ring on the
lacrosse field east of the DeVos
Fieldhouse. Seeking a needle
in a haystack, he returned the
next day to look for it. The
students in the Ultimate Frisbee
Club happened to be on the
field, and when they learned of
his plight helped by forming
a line and walking the field
end-to-end—and then located
it with just six feet to go. “It
is only fitting that the Hope
Ultimate Frisbee Club would
find it, since it was by playing
ultimate at Hope that Kate
[Berghorst ’00 Thayer] and
I first met and our relationship
began,” Dean said. “Hooray for
Hope Ultimate!”
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News From Hope College

He works in the Kalamazoo office of the
law firm of Miller Canfield, practicing in
the areas of general business and hightechnology ventures.
Jennifer Salls ’97 Bailey of Argyle,
N.Y., teaches special education (early
intervention, kindergarten through
second grade) at Argyle Central
School. She previously taught selfcontained grades seven through nine
and then kindergarten through third
grade resource. She is also an adjunct
instructor in early childhood studies
at Adirondack Community College in
Queensbury, N.Y.
Josh Meersma ’97 of Lansing,
Mich., works with the Michigan
State University College of Veterinary
Medicine engineering prosthetic limbs
for dogs.
Debra L. Quade ’97 of Douglas,
Mich., was named Outstanding
Advocate for Minority Owned
Business by the Business Connections
Committee of the Holland Area
Chamber of Commerce, and recognized
at a luncheon on Wednesday, April
23. She is supplier diversity manager
for Magna Donnelly, working with
purchasing teams at the company.
Tyler VanLonkhuyzen ’97 of
Chicago, Ill., was recently named
partner in the law firm Seyfarth Shaw
LLP.  He practices in the business services
department of the firm’s Chicago office,
concentrating in commercial finance,
mergers and acquisitions, securities law,
and general corporate law.
Tim Alles ’99 of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
is studying at the Thomas M. Cooley
Law School in Grand Rapids.  He also
works at Select Bank.
Emily Hollebeek ’99 Brechting
of Lexington, Ky., notes that Dr.
Charlotte vanOyen-Witvliet of the Hope
psychology faculty continues to mentor
her nearly 10 years after graduation. She
assisted Emily in getting into graduate
school (please see “Advanced Degrees”)
and also advised her about carrying,
delivering, and caring for triplets (please
see “New Arrivals”).
Stephanie Stiegler ’99 Sanders
is completing a specialty pharmacy
residency in oncology at the Huntsman
Cancer Institute at the University of
Utah in Salt Lake City.  Previously she
earned a Doctor of Pharmacy at Ferris
State University in 2005 and completed
a pharmacy practice residency at the VA
Medical Center in Denver, Colo.
Christopher VanDeven ’99 of
Wyoming, Mich., recently passed the
American Board of Pediatric Dentistry
exam and is recognized as a Diplomat
of the ABPD.  He practices pediatric
dentistry in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Matt Vriesenga ’99 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is a new pitching coach at Calvin
College. He previously coached four
years at Grand Rapids Christian High
School after spending three years with
the St. Louis Cardinals organization.

’00s
David Fleming ’00 of Holland,
Mich. was named a 2008 “Regional

Several alumni performed
during the college’s annual
Tulip Time Organ Recitals
in May. Featured were:
Marie Blauwkamp ’62,
Peter Kurdziel ’96, David
Schout ’00, Susan DeKam
’02, Sara Bolkema ’04,
Abigail Rockwood ’06
and Richard Newman ’07.
Hope student Christopher
Dekker also performed, as
did Elizabeth Claar of Hope’s
department of music.
Thought Leader” by Business Review
West Michigan. The award, which
recognizes individuals for their integral
role in business and their community,
was presented at a special event on
Thursday, April 24, in Grand Rapids,
Mich. He oversees marketing, public
relations, sales and customer service at
T2, a telecommunications company.
He is the pitching coach for Black River
High School’s varsity baseball team, and
has served as a mentor for several high
school and college students. He has also
been active in several area organizations
including the Holland Area Chamber
of Commerce, WIRED West Michigan,
Hope College Department of Theatre,
Forest Hills Public Schools, and the
Wyoming-Kentwood Area Chamber of
Commerce.
Philip Leete ’00 of Traverse City,
Mich., was on the artistic crew of an
extensive dance and visual arts residency
in the Benzie County (Mich.) schools
that served every third grader in the
county. The project was a cooperative
effort by the Crystal Lake Art Center
and the Michigan Dance Collective, for
which Philip serves as artistic director.  
He also teaches at West Senior High
School in Traverse City, Mich.
Thang Nguyen ’00 of Holland, Mich.,
became director of technology for the
Delton Kellogg Schools on Monday,
March 31. He most recently served the
Forest Hills Public Schools.
Matthew Holmes ’01 and Jennifer
Joubran ’02 Holmes of Holland,
Mich., have opened their second store
in Holland, Tip Toes, a baby store with
clothing, accessories, furniture, nursery
decorations and gift items. They also
own Home & Co., a home decor store in
the Tower Clock buiding.
Meredith Care ’02 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., recently earned a master’s degree
(please see “Advanced Degrees”) and
accepted a career counselor position at
Calvin College.
Adam C. Hopkins ’02 of Holland,
Mich., is a senior designer in the
architecture/engineering group of
Progressive AE.
Sarah Pedley ’02 Schingeck lives in
Bay City, Mich., with her husband of two
years. She has been teaching elementary
music in the Essexville-Hampton Public
School District for the past five years.
She also teaches private voice lessons
and beginning piano lessons. She
recently won a local talent competition
with her singing voice, the prize being a

trip to Las Vegas, Nev. She also performs
in The John Reece Project, a band based
out of Saginaw, Mich. She plays acoustic
guitar and acoustic gigs around the midMichigan, Tri-City area.
Lance Forsberg ’03 and his wife live in
Lansing, Mich. He is a builder.
Jessica (Jessie) Davis ’03 Koehle
of Eagan, Minn., is a water resources
assistant for the city of Eagan.
Cara Redeker-Theile ’03 of Holland,
Mich., is a fiber artist who makes scarves,
coasters and pillows from old wool
sweaters. She felts the wool and creates
her designs on a sewing machine. She
sells her creations, mostly by wordof-mouth, under the name Babecakes
Design.
Kathleen Davenport ’04 recently
graduated from medical school (please
see “Advanced Degrees”). She is moving
to Seattle, Wash., with her husband to
pursue her medical residency in physical
medicine and rehabilitation at the
University of Washington.
Jamie Hartman ’04 Gibbs of
Hanover, Pa., opened Ziva’s Dance
Studio last year in Hanover. She teaches
children and adults the art of belly
dancing, tap, hip-hop and other forms.
Last year she auditioned for and made
it to the top 50 of Fox TV’s So You Think
You Can Dance show.
Sam Nichols ’04 of Holland, Mich., is
the new varsity football coach for South
Haven (Mich.) Public Schools.  He was
previously assistant coach at Holland
Christian High School. He also teaches
high school social studies.
Miranda Rooy ’04 of Beaver Island,
Mich., reports that she and Danielle
Dedloff were married in Toronto,
Canada, on April 2, 2008.
Erica Heeg ’05 has been awarded a
graduate fellowship in Teaching English
as a Foreign Language by the American
University in Cairo, Egypt. She will
pursue a master’s degree and teach
English to high school graduates at the
university’s English Language Institute.
Since graduating from Hope, she has
been teaching seventh grade in Egypt.
Elizabeth Horstman ’05 of
Minneapolis, Minn., is a human capital
specialist in the OptumHealth Division
of UnitedHealth Group.
Amy Schlusler ’05 worked four days
a week as a intern for the city of Clare,
Mich., as part of her work toward a
master’s degree in public administration
that she is pursuing at Central Michigan
University. She is also a graduate
assistant in the political science
department of the university.
Cara Hoekstra ’06 of Holland, Mich.,
is working full-time at Haven Christian
Reformed Church in Zeeland, Mich.  
She works half-time in worship/music
and half-time in middle school youth
ministry.
Lindsay Gayle Brown ’07 is an
account executive for Cushman Amberg
Communications Inc. in Chicago, Ill.
Kristin Johnson ’07 of Traverse
City, Mich., is an RN in the emergency
department at Munson Medical Center
in Traverse City.
Youngmee Kwon ’07 of Taejon,
Republic of Korea, returned to the U.S.

twice this year to perform as a cast
member in Hope’s award-winning play
Rose and the Rime. She came once in
January for regional competition and
again in April for the presentation
during the Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival (ACTF)
National Festival in Washington, D.C.
She teaches English in Korea and reports
that her students are very proud of her.
Jonah Ogles ’07 of Holland, Mich.,
was featured in an article in The Holland
Sentinel on Sunday, April 20, relating
his experiences working as an editor in
Beijing, China, for two months.
Christopher Rinek ’07 has been
teaching seventh-grade mathematics
at Northside Middle School in
Charlotte, N.C. As a corps member of
Teach for America, he went through
extensive training last summer and
is now halfway through the two-year
commitment.
Julie Valleau ’07 of Saugatuck, Mich.,
won the youth award for her work
“Midnight Fantasy” at the SaugatuckDouglas Convention and Visitors
Bureau’s first light sculpture contest
last winter. Her work, made of steel
and LED lights, represented the perfect
alignment of the moon and stars in a
clear winter sky.
Alexander Wood ’07 of Grand
Rapids, Mich., began working as a
commercial credit analyst at Fifth Third
Bank in Grand Rapids last October.  He
lives in the Heritage Hill neighborhood
of the city, and reports that Hope
provided him with a great foundation
for his business career.

Several members of the Hope
family who live in the Holland
area were profiled in the “Forty
Under 40” special communityoverview section published
by The Holland Sentinel on
Thursday, March 20. They
were highlighted as 40 of the
area’s “best and brightest who
have not yet hit their fourth
decade on the planet.” The
Hope alumni and student
profiled were: Bret Docter
’90; Brian Morehouse ’91;
Craig Tommola ’91; Anna
Rangel-Clawson ’93; Brett
Vander Kamp ’94; Mat
Nguyen ’00; Ryan Klingler
’01; Jennifer Joubran ’02
Holmes; Abby Kulick ’04
deRoo; Johnny Rodriguez
’09. The area residents featured
also include Dr. Aaron Best, an
assistant professor of biology
and Towsley Research Scholar
at Hope; the Rev. Trygve
Johnson, the Hinga-Boersma
Dean of the Chapel; and Moses
Mares, part-time gospel choir
director at the college. Brian
Morehouse ’91 is head women’s
basketball coach at Hope as
well as director of the DeVos
Fieldhouse and Dow Center.

A gallery of images from
graduation, Sunday, May
4, is available online.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/gallery

Class of 2008
Stelios Alvarez ’08 will be studying for
an MBA with a focus on international
business at Grand Valley State University.  
When he finishes, he would like to find
a job that requires international business
backing, to make use of his French,
Spanish, and international studies
majors.
Rebecca Baker ’08 will pursue a
master’s degree in aerospace engineering
at Purdue University.
Katie Baker ’08 will be attending
Princeton Theological Seminary in the
fall to pursue a Master of Divinity degree.
Justin Barry ’08 is moving to St.
Joseph, Mich., to work at Cook Nuclear
Power Plant.  He will be a rotational
engineer, applying the electrical
engineering skills he learned at Hope.
Sarah Barth ’08 will study in the
Advanced Placement Program for
the School of Social Work at Western
Michigan University.
Andrew Bedan ’08 plans to go into
production management with Universal
Forest Products.
Megan Beggs ’08 will begin working at
Plante & Moran in Traverse City, Mich.,
in August.
Alexander Behm ’08 will be in
Germany for a year off and then attend
medical school.
Holly Bekius ’08 is working as a
registered nurse for Metro Health
Hospital.
Hilary Bosscher ’08 will be living
in Jamestown, Mich., and working in
Hope’s office of alumni and parent
relations this summer.
Amanda Boss ’08 went on a summer
mission trip to Kenya, after which she
will move to Rochester, Minn., to work
at the Mayo Clinic on the bone marrow
transplant unit as a registered nurse.
Adam Brink ’08 will be participating
in AmeriCorps, working at St.
Christopher’s Career Academy in
Baltimore, Md., as a case worker. He will
also facilitate groups on different topics,
such as anger management.
Christopher Broe ’08 will pursue a
Master of Fine Arts degree at the School
of Visual Arts in New York.
Kylee Brouwer ’08 is working as an
RN in the emergency department at
Spectrum Health Butterworth in Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Jonathan Buma ’08 is going to work
at EPIC Systems Corp. as a project

manager. The company provides health
care software to hospitals and large
offices of doctors.
Elizabeth Burman ’08 began working
as a financial consultant at the Hantz
Group in Grandville, Mich., this month.
Laura Cadena ’08 will begin to pursue
a Master of Social Work degree at the
University of Michigan this fall.
Julie Marie Carrico ’08 is teaching,
dancing, and working in arts
administration at Joel Hall Dancers &
Center in Chicago, Ill. She is also going
to graduate school at Columbia College
of Performing Arts and Management.
Aaron Clark ’08 will be working for
Young Life in Holland.
Dane Clark ’08 will be performing in
Evita this summer at the Mason Street
Warehouse in Saugatuck, Mich. In
the fall he will pursue graduate studies
at Florida State University’s Asolo
Conservatory for Actor Training.
Vanessa Claus ’08 will attend
graduate school and pursue a Master of
Management degree with an emphasis
on human resources.
Shannon Clement ’08 continues
to live in Hudsonville, Mich. This
September she will begin working at
BDO Seidman in Grand Rapids on the
audit staff.
Sarah Cochrane ’08 will pursue
graduate studies in sport psychology
at Illinois State University in Normal,
Ill. She will also be teaching classes and
working as a graduate assistant.
Lindsey Cole ’08 will live in Boca
Raton, Fla., and be a live-in nanny.  She
will continue her education at Florida
Atlantic University, and plans to attend
physician assistant school in the fall of
2009.
Amanda Cooper ’08 will be studying
at New York College of Osteopathic
Medicine.
Casi Dailey ’08 is moving to Knoxville,
Tenn., to work as a graduate assistant
with the University of Tennessee Lady
Volunteers and pursue a master’s degree
in sports management.
Rachel Daley ’08 will be studying
for an M.Div. at Princeton Theological
Seminary.
Bradley Dawson ’08 will study for a
master’s degree focusing on global health
at the Emory University School of Public
Health.
Nicholas Defoe ’08 is employed
at Worksighted in Holland, Mich.,
working on the launch of a new Web
development firm, Blue Sky Sessions,
where he had been interning since
January.  Worksighted was started by a
group of Hope alumni.
Jessica De Nooyer ’08 lives in
Kalamazoo, Mich., and works in the
marketing department for Stryker
Medical.
David DeWitt ’08 will begin studying
at the Sanford School of Medicine at the
University of South Dakota this fall.
Melissa Dolislager ’08 has a fulltime RN position in the neuroscience/
stroke unit at Spectrum Health on the
Butterworth Campus in Grand Rapids,
Mich.
John Dulmes ’08 will be teaching high
school social studies in the Raleigh/

Durham area of North Carolina for
at least two years as part of Teach for
America.
Esther Dwyer ’08 will begin working
as a residence director at Grove City
College in Pennsylvania in the fall.
Emilie Dykstra ’08 will be working as
an RN in the surgical intensive care unit
at Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids,
Mich. She plans to pursue graduate
school in the future.
Kristin Ellsworth ’08 is going to
study at the University of Michigan
School of Dentistry.
Nicholas Engel ’08 will be teaching
and doing campus ministry at St. Martin
de Porres High School in Cleveland,
Ohio, as part of “Jesuit Volunteer Corps:
Midwest,” a Catholic volunteer program.
Wade Engers ’08 will begin studying
in the physician assistant program
at Central Michigan University this
summer.
Katie Ester ’08 will pursue a Master
of Divinity degree at McCormick
Theological Seminary beginning this fall.
Jordan Fett ’08 will begin studying
in the College of Human Medicine at
Michigan State University in August.
After acquiring an M.D. and doing
residency and fellowships, he plans to
spend a few years providing medical care
in regions of the world where there is
none.
Jane Fisher ’08 will be serving in
AmeriCorps in Denver, Colo.
Kevin Formsma ’08 is working as a
software developer at LeanLogistics in
Holland, Mich.
Amanda Friedline ’08 will study
athletic training in graduate school at
the University of North Carolina-Chapel
Hill this fall.
Erik Fuller ’08 has been accepted
into the School of Inter-cultural Studies
at Fuller Theological Seminary where
he plans to pursue a master’s degree in
cross-cultural studies.
Mary Goad ’08 plans to begin study
in October for a master’s degree in sport
nutrition at Loughborough University in
Loughborough, England.
Mallory Golas ’08 will begin studying
law this fall at Loyola University Chicago
School of Law.
Joshua Green ’08 will work on the
retail sales team for Federal Mogul in its
aftermarket auto products division.
Katie Greenland ’08 will be a social
worker at Thresholds in Grand Rapids,
Mich., working with developmentally
disabled individuals.
Timothy Haines ’08 is participating in
City Year Philadelphia, which is part of
AmeriCorps.
Melissa Hall ’08 is going to take the
MCATs this fall. She hopes to attend
medical school the following year.
Haleigh Heneveld ’08 is working
as an RN at Helen DeVos Children’s
Hospital in the neonatal intensive care
unit (NICU).
Daniel R. Hills ’08 will enroll in
medical school at the University of
Oklahoma in August. This summer he
is part of the medical support staff at
the Philmont backpacking ranch in the
mountains of northeastern New Mexico.
Anne Hoekstra ’08 will begin studying
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at the University of Michigan Medical
School in the fall.
Maya Holtrop ’08 will begin studying
at the Wayne State University School of
Medicine in Detroit, Mich., this fall.
Kristen Hutchins ’08 will attend
Hope for one more semester and then go
to graduate school.
Jennifer Ivanoff ’08 is moving to
North Carolina, where she will teach
students in special education at Holly
Spring High School.
Hussein Janbaih ’08 will be attending
medical school or graduate school in
biology.
Katherine Janczak ’08 will begin
studying for a doctorate degree in
veterinary medicine this fall at the
University of Illinois College of
Veterinary Medicine.
Alexa Jansma ’08 will attend the
School of Veterinary Medicine at Ross
University.
Marlie Johnson ’08 will begin
studying in the veterinary school at
Washington State University in the fall.
Anna L. Jonkman ’08 will be going
to basic and advance training for the
Michigan National Guard.  She will
live in Grand Rapids, Mich., and also
continue to pursue dance choreography.
Alisa Juday ’08 will be working in
the accounting office for the H J Heinz
Company in Holland, Mich.
Lisa Kallemeyn ’08 plans to study for
a master’s degree in civil engineering
at the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign.
Tarah Kapenga ’08 is working as an
RN on the medical surgical/pediatrics
floor at Zeeland Hospital in Zeeland,
Mich.
Kayla Katterheinrich ’08 will study

for a doctorate in physical therapy (DPT)
at the University of Toledo (Ohio).
Meagan Kistler ’08 will begin studies
for a Master of Social Work degree at
Loyola University this fall.
Megan Kleinheksel ’08 will study
in the School Psychology Specialist
program at Central Michigan University
beginning this fall. The program
includes a master’s degree in psychology
and a specialist certification in school
psychology. She plans to become a
school psychologist, working with
students who have learning disabilities,
emotional impairments, or other issues
affecting education.
George Klupchak ’08 will be
participating in the University of
Notre Dame’s ACE Teacher Formation
Program.  It involves two summers of
graduate-level classes at Notre Dame
and two years of teaching. His teaching
placement is in high school social
studies in Phoenix, Ariz.
Katelyn Konyndyk ’08 will be
teaching fifth grade at Timothy Christian
School in Elmhurst, Ill.
Tara Kuhnlein ’08 is a new member
of the staff of Take Five, a television talk
show on WZZM-13 in Grand Rapids,
Mich. She interned with the show
and joins the team as it prepares to
move to a new time slot, 9 a.m. to 10
a.m. weekdays following Good Morning
America, on Monday, Aug. 25.
Casey Lamb ’08 works in the auditing/
assurance division of PriceWaterhouse
Coopers in Milwaukee, Wis.
Lindsay Lange ’08 will be working at
Acceleration as a trainer for a year and
then begin Central Michigan University’s
physical therapy graduate program in
May 2009.

Melinda Lasater ’08 is going to study
at Des Moines University Osteopathic
Medical School in Des Moine, Iowa.
Colin Lawrence ’08 will be teaching
English for a year through the JET
program in Japan.
Heather Mandel ’08 began working
Tuesday, May 6, for the Hotel Sax
(formerly the House of Blues Hotel)
in Chicago, Ill., as the catering and
convention services coordinator.
Marie Mann ’08 will begin training
at the end of this month in Steelcase’s
Post Alternate Career Entry (PACE)
program. After four months at the
global headquarters, she will work in the
Indianapolis dealership as a dealer sales
representative.
Nicholas Marra ’08 will begin studies
in the interdisciplinary life sciences
Ph.D. program at Purdue University in
the fall.
Gunnar Martin ’08 will begin a job in
September at the public accounting firm
Deloitte & Touche in Atlanta, Ga.
Christopher Maybury ’08 reports
that last summer the Lord put it on his
heart that he needed to go to seminary.
“At first I told Him no because I just
wanted to be done writing papers, but
then He insisted, so I am heading to
Western Theological Seminary in the
fall.”
Nik McPherson ’08 will study genetics
in Michigan State University’s Ph.D.
program in the fall. His current plans
for after graduate school include a
post doctoral period and a career as a
professor, teaching and doing research.
Samantha Miller ’08 will begin
studying at Duke Divinity School this
fall, working toward an M.Div. degree.
Courtney Miller ’08 will pursue a

Choosing snowy Michigan over sunny Texas?
I was born and raised in sunny southern Texas, and some
questioned my sanity when I decided to enroll at Hope. Four years
later, I can assure them it was the best choice I ever made.
I chose Hope because it is a place where the Christian faith is
inviting, not imposing. At Hope, I found freedom of choice and
expression for my personal faith journey.
I chose Hope because it is a place that provides endless
opportunities for students to grow in their faith. For me, that
included three spring break mission trips when strangers came
together to both reveal and see God.  
I chose Hope because it is a place where the faculty and staff
have encouraged me to look past differences and to see each
individual as God does.
Your support of the Hope Fund helps ensure that other
students have the opportunity to choose the unique place
that Hope is. If you’ve not yet made a gift this year, please
consider a contribution before June 30th.
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Doctor of Physical Therapy degree at the
University of Missouri-Columbia.
Allison Mirek ’08 will spend the
next year as a member of AmeriCorps,
working with children in reading
programs in elementary schools.
John Molenhouse ’08 will pursue
a Master of Science degree in natural
resources (focus in aquatic sciences) at
the University of Michigan and possibly
pursue a Ph.D.
Meghan Moore ’08 will attend the
Manhattan School of Music in New York
City, where she will study under Joan
Patenaude-Yarnell and pursue a master’s
degree in classical voice.
Jenna Mulder ’08 is going to do
a professional internship in college
recruiting for the Walt Disney Company.
Keith Mulder ’08 will begin medical
school studies at the Baylor College of
Medicine in Houston, Texas, in the fall.
Nicole Mulder ’08 is going to teach in
high school or middle school in North
Carolina.
Michael T. Murray ’08 is going to
do independent consulting as a market
analyst for Optera Inc., a division of
Magna Donnelly. He and his wife,
Allison Hoekstra ’07 Murray, will be
living in Holland.
Kevin Nelson ’08 plans to pursue
graduate degrees in both government
and law at Regent Law and School of
Government.
Jack Nummerdor ’08 will finish his
degree and coach football at Hope in the
fall and student teach in the spring.
David Nyitray ’08 works at
Development Strategies Inc. in
Holland, Mich. The company provides
fundraising consulting and management
services for non-profit organizations in
the local area.
Christina Oppenhuizen ’08
began working in May as a marketing
communications associate at Stryker
Instruments in Kalamazoo, Mich.
Elizabeth Palmer ’08 will be working
as an accountant on the assurance team
at Plante & Moran PLLC in Chicago, Ill.
Tim Partridge ’08 will begin studying
in July at Loyola Stritch School of
Medicine in Chicago, Ill.
Megan Patterson’08 went
backpacking through Europe in May.
Then she will move to Milwaukee, Wis.,
to start a career with Quad Graphics as a
corporate trainee.
Molly Payne ’08 is going to study
in graduate school at Michigan
State University to become a school
psychologist.
Adam Pepper ’08 will be working
for one year with AmeriCorps and the
National AIDS Fund, serving people
living with AIDS in Washington, D.C.
Afterward, he plans to study to become a
physician’s assistant.
Meredith Praamsma ’08 will begin
pursuing a Ph.D. in environmental
chemistry at SUNY-Albany this fall.
Michael Prashaw ’08 works in inside
sales for Alro Steel in Jackson, Mich.
Abigail Prast ’08 begins medical
education in August at Kirksville College
of Osteopathic Medicine in Kirksville,
Mo.
Andrea Prater ’08 will student teach

eighth-grade language arts and seventhgrade reading at Bedford Junior High
School this fall.
Martha Precup ’08 will study in the
doctoral program in mathematics at the
University of Notre Dame.
Elissa Preseau ’08 is a sales claim
representative at Hagerty Insurance
Agency in Traverse City, Mich.
Lisa Pusinelli ’08 wil study for a
Master of Social Work degree at Boston
College.
Angela Randall will begin working for
BDO Seidman in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
in the fall.
Ryan Reynolds ’08 has a summer
internship with Northwestern Financial
Mutual Network, during which he
is selling insurance, doing financial
planning and helping set up investments.
Brandon Riemer ’08 will be pursuing
a D.O. at the Michigan State University
College of Osteopathic Medicine.
Jennifer Ruprich ’08 will begin
studying in medical school at Des
Moines University in August.
Nicole Schrier ’08 will begin studying
at the University of Wisconsin Law
School in the fall.
Karena Schroeder ’08 will be
attending law school.
Daniell Schurr ’08 of Grand Rapids,
Mich., is working at Spectrum Hospital
(Butterworth Campus) in the mother/
baby (postpartum) unit.
Adam Schwabauer ’08 plans to study
in the medical school at Michigan State
University.
Elizabeth Scott ’08 will attend the
Graduate School of International Studies
at the University of Denver to pursue
a master’s degree in international
administration, jointly with the Peace
Corps.
Ryan Sheets ’08 is going to finish his
mathematics major this fall and then
look for a teaching job.
Kathryn Shima ’08 will be student
teaching in the fall.
Trevor Shull ’08 will begin medical
school at The Ohio State University this
fall.
Heidi Simmons ’08 will attend Jane
Addams College of Social Work and
pursue a Master of Social Work degree,
perhaps in urban planning.
Vanessa Sleik ’08 plans to study at the
Physician Assistant School at Central
Michigan University.
Morgan Smith ’08 will attend Regis
University and study in the doctorate of
physical therapy program.
Scott Sommavilla ’08 is working in
sales with Universal Forest Products in
Lansing, Mich.
Emily Southard ’08 will be working
at Three Chairs Co. in downtown
Holland, Mich., doing sales and design;
volunteering for West Ottawa Young
Life; and painting in her spare time.
Amanda Spaanstra ’08 will begin
studying this fall in the Masters of
Fine Arts program for costume design
at the University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign.
Jon Sprik ’08 will be pursuing an
M.F.A. in theatre at the University of
Houston in connection with the Alley
Theatre.

Walker Van Wagoner
’08 of Petoskey, Mich., who
graduated in December, enjoyed
a memorable and eco-friendly
way to return to campus
from home to participate
in Commencement in May:
he rode his bike. MapQuest
suggests that the trip is 213
miles and will take three hours
and 36 minutes.  Walker’s
routing, which avoided the
interstates, added some miles,
and by bike the trip ran three
days. In the fall he will be
entering a nursing program back
home and then pursue a career
in nursing as well as his interests
in fly fishing and kayaking.
Chelsea Stephenson ’08 will begin
studies in the medical school at the
University of Utah in August.
Jess Stokes ’08 will begin graduate
studies this fall at the University at
Buffalo, pursuing a master’s degree in
library and information science with
school media specialization.
Angela Stoyanovitch ’08 began
working at MPI Research as a laboratory
technician on Wednesday, May 28, with
plans to move to Kalamazoo, Mich.,
soon.
Brian Straw ’08 is moving to Florida
to work as deputy finance director of
the Christine Jennings for Congress
campaign.
Ryan Sweet ’08 will attend Western
Theological Seminary this fall, studying
for a Master of Divinity degree.
Sean Tefteller ’08 has a summer job as
an outdoor educator at the YMCA Snow
Mountain Ranch in Winter Park, Colo.
Tiffany Thaler ’08 will travel to
Kenya, Africa, in September to work/
live with a pediatric nurse practitioner
in Nairobi through the World Gospel
Missions VIA (Volunteers In Action)
program. Following that, she plans
to attend graduate school for physical
therapy.
Whitney Thomas ’08 moved to Dallas
and is now teaching elementary-age
children with Junior Players, the oldest
non-profit theatre and arts education
program in the area. She has also been
teaching and leading classes with Kids
Cooking Company.

Emily Tipton ’08 is working as a
registered nurse at Advocate Christ
Medical Center in Oak Lawn, Ill., on a
telemetry (heart monitoring) floor.
Dan Tobert ’08 will begin medical
school in August at Columbia University
College of Physicians and Surgeons in
New York City.
Jason Todd ’08 will begin teaching
second grade at Howard Elementary
School in Niles, Mich., this fall.
Keith Trojniak ’08 plans to attend the
Marine Corps Officer Candidate School
in Quantico, Va.
Christopher Turbessi ’08 will begin
to study this fall with Martin Katz at the
University of Michigan for a master’s
degree in collaborative piano. He
received a full-tuition grant.
Johathan Vander Slik ’08 will attend
Michigan State University and study in
the College of Human Medicine.
Shannon Vander Wilp ’08 will be
working at BDO Seidman in Grand
Rapids, Mich., while continuing to live
in Hudsonville.
Nathan Vande Guchte ’08 is working
as the director of Excel-Ration Sports
Training this summer. In the fall he
will teach and coach at Zeeland (Mich.)
West High School. He will be a resource
teacher serving grades nine through
12, and he hopes to coach football and
basketball and possibly track.
Corey VanDyke ’08 began working
as an audit staff accountant for Plante
& Moran in Kalamazoo, Mich., after
graduation.
Douglas Van Eerden ’08 is working
for KPMG in the transaction services
department of the company’s advisory
division in Chicago, Ill.
Katie Van Eeuwen ’08 is spending the
summer in Canon City, Colo., working
as a white-water rafting guide.
Jessica Vickery ’08 moved to Chicago,
Ill., and begins graduate school study
in the occupational therapy program at
Rush University this month.
Alicia Voyles ’08 began studying in
the physician’s assistant program at
Central Michigan University last month.
Courtney Vredevoogd ’08 will attend
Western Michigan University in the
fall and pursue a Master of Social Work
degree.
Leslie Wallace ’08 will pursue a
Master of Social Work degree at Loyola
University in Chicago.
Joshua Warner ’08 will pursue
an M.D. and a Ph.D. (biomedical
engineering) at the Mayo Clinic.
Sarah Joon Watkins ’08 is going to
Northwestern University in Evanston,
Ill., for a three-year graduate program
to earn her Master of Fine Arts in scenic
design on a full ride and stipend.
Nicholas Wehner ’08 will begin the
Master of Divinity program at Western
Theological Seminary this fall.
Rachel Wendt ’08 will begin studies
in chiropractic at National University of
Health Sciences in Lombard, Ill., this fall.
Mark Wheeler ’08 is going to pursue
master’s degree in counseling psychology
at Western Michigan University this fall.
Jenna Witten ’08 is an associate
product manager in the marketing
department for seating at Herman Miller

Inc. in Zeeland, Mich.
Matthew Wixson ’08 will be a firstyear medical student at the University of
Michigan Medical School.
Allison Young ’08 will study athletic
training in graduate school at Indiana
University.

Marriages
Marcia Sayer ’87 Davis and William
Alanson Holm, April 18, 2008, New York
City.
Randall Kooistra ’93 and Maria
Forliano, Chicago, Ill., Feb. 23, 2008.
Heather Mumby ’94 and Benjamin
Christian, Sept. 22, 2007, Mendon,
Mich.
Jonathan P. Van Wieren ’94 and
Staci L. Bauer, Oct. 13, 2007, Dallas,
Texas.
Karen Graham ’96 and Michael
Cannon, Oct. 6, 2007, Frederick, Md.
Matthew McMurray ’97 and Sara
LaBelle, Feb. 17, 2007, Caledonia, Mich.
Stephanie Stiegler ’99 and Thomas
Sanders, May 20, 2006, Livonia, Mich.
Beth Evans ’02 and Kevin Corsello,
March 15, 2008, Chicago, Ill.
Ian Fish ’02 and Candice Turner,
Dec. 28, 2007, Riverside, Calif.
Rachael Pridgeon ’02 and Joel
Peckham, Dec. 29, 2007, Coldwater,
Mich.
Katie Carlston ’03 and Christopher
Saldanha, Oct. 20, 2007, Des Moines,
Iowa.
Melissa Freckman ’03 and Brian
Hill, March 1, 2008, San Juan, Puerto
Rico.
Jennifer Gormley ’03 and Aaron
Clark, March 24, 2007, Grand Rapids,
Mich.
Andy Hoezee ’04 and Kelly Lyn
Rypma, Jan. 5, 2008, Grand Haven,
Mich.
Kelly Nitz ’04 and Michael J.
Iseman, Aug. 10, 2007.
Rachel Kuiphof ’05 and Lucas
Wolfe ’05, Dec. 22, 2007, Hudsonville,
Mich.
Sarah Mason ’05 and David Bry,
Sept. 8, 2007.
Anna Olmstead ’05 and Timothy
Bristle, Oct. 6, 2007, Chelsea, Mich.
Amanda (Mandy) Schafer ’05 and
Kim Stephenson, Feb. 22, 2007.
Janelle Swisher ’05 and Jared
Sievert, Aug. 11, 2007, Dowagiac, Mich.
Laura Arpke ’06 and Joel Knaack,
May 26, 2007, Clarkston, Mich.
Gabriel Kalmbacher ’06 and Anna
Marshall ’07, Jan. 5, 2008, Holland,
Mich.
Katrin Sweers ’06 and Peter Wright
’06, April 5, 2008, Palo Alto, Calif.
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Jeffrey P. Mulder ’07 and Marci
Blystra, Aug. 18, 2007, Holland, Mich.
Stacy Nienhuis ’07 and Justin
Duimstra, July 14, 2007, Holland, Mich.
Kendra Scanlon ’07 and Justin
Wilson, July 14, 2007, Fremont, Mich.

Arrivals
Amy Dokter ’87 Piersma and Craig
Piersma ’87, Luke Lincoln, Feb. 9, 2006.
Andrea Longcore ’90 Arrieta and
Phil Arrieta, Addison Kate, Nov. 8,
2007.
Elizabeth Pechta ’91 Kalusniak and
and John Kalusniak, Jacob John, Nov. 9,
2007.
Susan McComb ’91 Royalty and
Nate Royalty, Emily Joyce, March 4,
2008.
Rob Riekse ’92 and Rebecca Riekse,
Raina Marie, July 21, 2007.
Karri Evers ’93 Bannach and Kevin
Bannach, Levi Owen, April 20, 2008.
Rachel Stauffer ’94 Conrad and
Brian Conrad, Daniel Brian, July 2,
2007.
William Poltrock ’95 and Lesley
Poltrock, Hutson William Poltrock, Oct.
11, 2007.
Colleen Ortwine-Boes ’96 and
Matt Ortwine-Boes, Ava Caroline, Nov.
29, 2007.
Bryan Bainbridge ’96 and Laura
McKee ’97 Bainbridge, Tate Scott, Jan.
29, 2008.
Kimberly VanOstran ’97 Fiero and
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Michael Fiero, Abigail Jean, Dec. 17,
2007.
Jim Becher ’98 and Rachel
Postmus ’98 Becher, Helena Diana, Feb.
5, 2008.
Leah Jones ’98 Doriot and Bryan
Doriot, Hattie Grace, Dec. 23, 2007.
Aaron Vande Wege ’98 and Renee
Meyer ’00 Vande Wege, Levi William,
April 1, 2008.
Kimberly Kuite ’98 Vander Zwaag
and Kelly Vander Zwaag, Brody Lee,
Dec. 13, 2007.
Heidi Van Langevelde ’98 Van
Wieren and Michael R. Van Wieren ’98,
Lucas Michael, March 26, 2007.
Emily Hollebeek ’99 Brechting
and Phillip Brechting, Leighton Tavis,
Ryland Emerson, and Paxton Jameson,
Feb. 20. 2007.
Eunice Smith ’99 Bredemeier and
Eric Bredemeier, Kate Alexis and Lucy
Elizabeth, July 17, 2007.
Darcy Smith ’99 Carmichael and
Chad Carmichael, Martha Jane Clare
and Jaina Mattye Suzanne, Feb. 25,
2008.
Gina Rowe ’99 Pellow and Lance
Pellow ’99, Tate Richard, Feb. 23, 2008.
Christy Colbrunn ’99 Ranney and
Christopher Ranney, Saxon Timothy,
March 3, 2008.
Jo Ellyn ’99 Manning Talluto
and Joe Talluto, Jacob Aaron, Jan. 15,
2008.
Daniel Besselsen ’01 and Sandra
Vander Wal ’01 Besselsen, Lorelei
Cornelia, Feb. 25, 2008.
Amy Evans ’01 DeBoer and Curt

DeBoer ’01, Grace Elizabeth, Feb. 15,
2008.
Jordan Scholz ’01 Kucinski and
Jonathan R. Kucinski ’02, Nena Celeste,
Sept. 29, 2007.
Sarah Kelly ’01 Van Baale and Derik
Van Baale, Isaac and Gabriel, March 28,
2007.
Bill Powers ’02 and Natalia Vander
Hoek ’02 Powers, Isaac William, May 27,
2007.
Matt Scogin ’02 and Sarah Dieter
’02 Scogin, Sophie Grace, March 12,
2008.
Emily Louis ’03 Bruins and Kevin
Bruins, Zane Louis, Feb.15, 2008.
Tim Keeler ’02 and Brooke Oosting
’03 Keeler, Teagan Alise, Jan. 4, 2008.
Tiffany Nelson ’03 Shoffner and
Matthew Shoffner, Ethan Matthias, Feb.
19, 2008.
Lisa Elenbaas ’05 Brink and Ross
Brink, Claire Elyse, March 13, 2008.
Kari Chase ’05 Law and Joshua
Law, Grace Madeline Rose, April 14,
2008.
Kristi Joy Wilkins ’06 and Jeremy
Berghorst, Sabine Adora WilkinsBerghorst, March 15, 2008.

Advanced Degrees
Mary Jane Montgomery ’68,
B.S.N., Grand Valley State University,
August 2007.
Jo-Dea DenUyl ’78 McLean
Bouman, master’s degree in TESOL,
Grand Valley State University, 2007.
Daniel Cwik ’97, Master of
Science in Information Systems,
DePaul University.
Brian Dykhuis ’98, Master of
Business Administration, Western
Michigan University, December 2007.
Emily Hollebeek ’99 Brechting,
Ph.D. in clinical psychology,
University of Kentucky, May 2008.
Janet Librizzi ’00 Kucek, M.Ed.
in instructional leadership (literacy,
language and culture), University of
Illinois at Chicago, December 2007.
Meredith Care ’02, master’s
degree in adult higher education,
Grand Valley State University.
Jonathan R. Kucinski ’02, MBA
(emphasis in corporate finance and
strategy), the University of Michigan
Ross School of Business, April 2008.
Amy Zwart ’04 Bush, Master of
Education (biology emphasis), Grand
Valley State University, August 2007.
Kathleen Davenport ’04, M.D.,
University of South Florida College of
Medicine, May 2, 2008.
Kelly Nitz ’04 Iseman, M.Div.,
Regent University, May 2007.
Dawn Gillam ’05, Master of Social
Work, University of Michigan.
Ben Sanders III ’05, Master of
Divinity, Union Theological Seminary,
May 16, 2008.
Maureen Yonovitz ’05, M.S. in
geoscience (soil science emphasis), The
University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Lauren Halvorson ’07, Master
of Accounting, North Carolina State
University in Raleigh, in May 2008.

Deaths
The college is often privileged
to receive additional information in
celebration of the lives of members
of the Hope community who have
passed away.  Please visit the expanded
obituaries we have made available
online if you wish to read more about
those whose loss is noted in this issue.
More ONLINE

www.hope.edu/pr/nfhc

James D. Adams ’40 of Colorado
Springs, Colo., died on Wednesday,
Feb. 6, 2008.  He was 89.
He was commissioned into the
U.S. Army Air Corps, completed flight
training and rose to the rank of major.
He led the 20th Combat Mapping
Squadron in more than 50 missions in
the South Pacific during World War II.
He first worked in a family
business and then managed a CocaCola bottling company. Later he
founded and was president of  J.D.
Adams Company, and where he
pioneered the prefabricated truss
industry.
He was preceded in death by a
sister, Doris Adams ’52 DeYoung.
Survivors include his wife of
62 years, Kay Adams; five children,
Elizabeth Zeidler, Thomas Adams,
Frederick Adams, Sally Howard and
Lindsay Van Keuren; five sons- and
daughters-in-law, Larry Zeidler, Tina
Adams, Nancy Adams, Dan Howard
and Richard Van Keuren; and 11
grandchildren.
Elaine Ter Haar ’49 Van Liere
Baxter of Holland, Mich., died on
Wednesday, April 9, 2008. She was 82.
She worked for many years at Hope
College and at Shanty Creek.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Bob Baxter.
Survivors include her children,
Barbara (Guy) Taflinger, William (Shelly)
Van Liere; four grandchildren; and her
sisters, Carolyn (Ed) Boeve and Jean
(Gus) Vanden Berg.
Daniel D. Beatty ’47 of
Manhattan, Kan., died on Wednesday,
Feb. 13, 2008. He was 89.
He served as an officer in the U.S.
Navy in the South Pacific from 1941
to 1945 and remained in the Naval
Reserve, retiring with the rank of
commander.
He taught at the college level and
held positions in state government
in Kansas.  He subsequently served
Kansas State University as business
manager from 1956 to 1972 and as vice
president for business affairs from 1972
until retiring in 1984 as vice president/
professor emeritus.
He was preceded in death by two
wives, Harriet Beatty in 1989 and Lois
Beatty in 1997, and two sisters, Elvira
Stoll and Nellie Bishop.
Survivors include his wife, Norma
Beatty; three daughters, Edith Hodgson,
Rebecca Avery and Margaret Baier; and
two grandsons.

Henrietta Bast ’38 Bonnette of
Holland, Mich., died on Sunday, April
27, 2008. She was 92.
She had a long career as a teacher at
Lincoln Elementary School in Holland.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Gleon Bonnette ’39, and a son,
James Bonnette.
Survivors include her children,
David ’62 (Louise) Bonnette, Thomas
’71 (Dianne) Bonnette, Mark (Lynne)
Bonnette, Julie (Fred) Galley, John
(Joanne) Bonnette, and Stephen (Jodi)
Bonnette; 18 grandchildren; 10 greatgrandchildren; her sister, Jennie Bell;
Joan TenCate ’63 Bonnette, Julie Weaver
’78 Bonnette; and many nieces and
nephews.
Pauline Potter ’35 Borr of
Portage, Mich., died on Sunday, April 6,
2008.  She was 94.
She taught in the Kalamazoo Public
School system for 15 years.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Harold Borr in 1986; two
sisters, Mildred Potter ’40 Joldersma and
Jean Nieuwsma; and her brother, Eugene
Potter.
Survivors include two sons,
Ron (Ro) Borr and Douglas (Julia)
Borr; five grandchildren; three greatgrandchildren; and her sister, Eunice
Potter ’45 Coffman.
Lillian Mulder ’35 Dalman of
Douglas, Mich., died on Saturday, March
8, 2008. She was 95.
She taught kindergarten in the
Holland (Mich.) Public Schools for
several years.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Andrew Dalman ’34, in 1973.
Survivors include four children,
Junia Dalman ’63 (Gus) Querio, John
Dalman ’69 (Dan Vander Schaaf ’70),
Jane Dalman Dykstra, and Ginger (Jim)
Felts; five grandchildren, including
Annica Euvard ’92 (Philip ’92) Waalkes
and Aimee Euvard ’98 (Eric) Terry; seven
great-granchildren; in-laws, LaVerne
C. Dalman ’28, George Vanderhill ’42,
and Barb Dalman; and many nieces and
nephews.
John De Jong ’53 of Holland,
Mich., died on Thursday, May 1, 2008.
He was 81.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps who served on Iwo Jima during
World War II.
He retired from Fremont (Mich.)
High School after teaching in both the
Fremont and Holland public schools.
He was preceded in death by his
son, John De Jong Jr., on April 3, 2002.
Survivors include his wife of 60
years, Rose De Jong; his daughter, Sandra
De Jong-Jones; and nieces and nephews.
Word has been received of the death
of Monte C. Dyer ’54 of Holland,
Mich., who died on Friday, March 14,
2008.  He was 76.
Lois VanderMeulen ’36 Ellert of
Wichita, Kan., died on Thursday, Feb. 28,
2008. She was 93.
She was a retired teacher.

Hope honored her with a
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1997.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Ernest Ellert, and a brother,
John VanderMeulen ’35.
Survivors include her children,
John, Edward and Lucinda, and one
granddaughter.
M. Egerton “Jim” Gray ’41 of
South Orleans, Mass., died on Tuesday,
Jan. 22, 2008.  He was 88.
He worked for Ethicon Inc., a
subsidiary of Johnson and Johnson, for
35 years.
Survivors include his wife,
Stephanie Gray; his sister, Adelaide
Morse; two children, James Gray and
Suzanna Gray; four grandchildren; and
one great-grandchild.
Jack Hendricks ’71 of Holland,
Mich., died on Thursday, April 10, 2008.
He was 59.
He was publisher of The Flashes,
after years as sales representative and
general manager. He created and
published Holland’s first independent
phone book. He retired as director of
development for the Holland Rescue
Mission.
Survivors include his wife of 38
years, Nancy Bogue ’68 Hendricks; two
children, Amy (Curt) Echols and Beth
(Eric) Medemar; and four grandchildren.
Diane Hoefle ’74 of Tumwater,
Wash., died on Sunday, Feb. 10, 2008.
She was 55.
Survivors include her son, Andrew
Peck; her parents, Milt and Ann Hoefle;
her sisters, Sheryl and Pat; and her
brothers, Brian and Gary.
Word has been received of the death
of Angelyn VanLente ’37 Jalving of
Cerritos, Calif., who died on Wednesday,
Sept., 26, 2007.  She was 92.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Louis C. Jalving ’38.
Thomas F. Joseph ’50 of
Placentia, Calif., died on Sunday, Jan. 13,
2008.  He was 84.
He was a veteran who served in
the Army Air Corps in the South Pacific
during World War II.
He was an elementary school
teacher and administrator in Michigan
and in Whittier, Calif., retiring in 1985.
He was preceded in death by a
brother, Richard, and sisters Edna, Ruth
and Anna.
Survivors include his wife of 60
years, Millie Joseph; their children, Ron
(Jody) Joseph and Pam (Steve) Sowers;
three grandchildren; and his brother,
Edward (Betty) Joseph.
Walter T. Kennedy ’49 of
Bellaire, Mich., died on Thursday, March
13, 2008. He was 83.
He was a veteran who served in the
U.S. Navy, PT Boat division, in World
War II.
He was a teacher at Central Junior
High School in Saginaw, Mich., for
38 years. He also coached football,
basketball and track.

Survivors include his wife of 59
years, Carol Hermance ’48 Kennedy;
four children, Michael Kennedy (Julia
James), Kathleen (Michael) Brush,
Laura (Timothy) Miller, and Kevin
Kennedy; six grandchildren; three greatgrandchildren; his sisters-in-law, Gwen
Kennedy and Nancy Grab; his brotherin-law, Myron ’50 (Alice VanZoeren ’51)
Hermance; and nieces and nephews.
Lois Ketel ’34 Kinkema of
Kalamazoo, Mich., died on Tuesday,
March 4, 2008.  She was 95.
She worked as a school teacher for
several years.
Survivors include her husband
of 67 years, Henry Kinkema ’36; three
children, Robert (Lucille) Kinkema, Joan
Hall, and David (Pam) Kinkema; six
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren;
and six great-great-grandchildren.
Walter Kline ’50 of Saint John,
Ind., died on Monday, Jan. 21, 2008.  He
was 84.
He served Reformed Church in
America churches in Berne and West
Berne, N.Y.; Brunswick, Ohio; Sanborn,
Iowa; and Kankakee, Ill.  He later served
as a hospital chaplain in Oak Forest,
Ill., and as a visitation pastor in South
Holland, Ill.
He was preceded in death by his
first wife, Edith Kline.
Survivors include his wife, Shirley
Kline; his children Paul Kline, and
Christine Nieuwsma; his step-children,
Louis Masciotra and Jim Masciotra; and
five grandchildren.
Dorothy Parker ’37 Luyendyk
of Aurora, Colo., formerly of Muskegon,
Mich., died on Saturday, Feb. 23, 2008.
She was 92.
She was a public school teacher who
had taught grades one through 12.
Survivors include her husband,
William Luyendyk; their children,
Roberta Luyendyk ’68 (Philip) Trine,
Robert ’72 (Jean Maring ’72) Luyendyk,
and Charles Luyendyk ’73; six
grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren;
and her sister, Roberta Gouchoe.
Sara (Sally) Puehl ’66 Moerdyk
of Lansing, Mich., died on Sunday,
March 2, 2008.  She was 63.
She taught English for several years
in Carleton, Mich. For the past 10 years
she was employed by the Michigan
Center for Truck Safety.
Survivors include her husband,
Paul Moerdyk; their son, Brian (Claudia
Clark) Moerdyk; her sister, Lois Puehl
’59 (Don) Ohl; her brother, Carl (Nancy)
Puehl; and five nieces and nephews.
Emily G. Bielefeld ’41 Mouw of
Holland, Mich., died on Thursday, April
24, 2008.  She was 88.
She taught English, Latin, and
speech at Saranac and Lee high schools,
as well as elementary education in
the Holland and West Ottawa public
schools. She and her husband, Henry A.
Mouw ’40, who preceded her in death
in 2003, served the Reformed Church in
America for more than 60 years.

Together, they have established
“The Reverend Henry A. and Emily G.
Mouw Endowed Scholarship Fund”
to assist students in their junior year
who plan to further their education
in a seminary upon their graduation
from Hope College. They have also
created an endowed scholarship fund
for international students at Western
Theological Seminary.
Survivors include her three
daughters, Carole Mouw ’70 DeVos,
Mary Mouw ’72, and Barbara Mouw ’76
(Richard) Poppe; two grandchildren,
Aaron ’02 (Afton) DeVos and Emily
DeVos; her sisters, Dorothy Bielefeld
(Harold) De Roo and Elaine Bielefeld
’46 Walchenbach; a sister-in-law, Marlys
Pennings; a brother-in-law, Clifford
(Shirley) Mouw; and several nieces and
nephews.
George A. Plakke ’38 of Holland,
Mich., died on Friday, April 25, 2008. He
was 92.
He was a veteran who served at the
Pentagon during World War II.
Survivors include his wife of 64
years, Evelyn Plakke; three children,
David Plakke, Susan Rowe and Bette
Gannon; five grandchildren; one greatgrandson; and in-laws Bob and Marian
Wiley.
James V. Poledink ’04 of
Millington, Mich., died on Wednesday,
April 9, 2008, from injuries he sustained
in an automobile accident.  He was 26.
He was an Operation Iraqi Freedom
veteran who honorably served in
the U.S. Navy for three years as an
operational specialist.
Survivors include his parents, Fritz
and Bonnie Poledink; his brother, Jon
Poledink; one nephew; and many aunts,
uncles and cousins.
Glenn E. Pride ’72 of Saint
Simons Island, Ga., died suddenly on
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 2008.  He was 57.
He served as director of music and
organist at Saint Simons Presbyterian
Church since 2000.  During his 34year career in music he also served
Presbyterian churches in Dalton, Ga.;
Bartlesville, Okla.; Jonesboro, Ga.; and
Douglasville, Ga.
Survivors include his wife, Dianne;
two step-children, Jeff and Valerie
Squillario and Lee and Jason Nicholls;
four step-grandchildren; his parents,
Edward and Jean Pride; two brothers,
David (Sherry) Pride and Patrick (Lanita)
Pride; and nieces and nephews.
Jeanne Ver Beek ’51 Ritsema
of Orange City, Iowa, died on Saturday,
April 5, 2008. She was 78.
She taught school in Grand Rapids,
Mich., and Orange City. She later
worked in the library at Northwestern
College. She also gave piano lessons
and assisted her husband, Herbert
Ritsema ’50, in his position as minister
of music at the First Reformed Church.
Survivors in addition to her
husband of 56 years, Herb, include
three sons, Douglas (Karen) Ritsema,
David Ritsema (Linda Vander Maten),
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and Randall (Shelly) Ritsema; five
grandchildren; two brothers, John ’56
(Margery Addis ’56) Ver Beek and Carl
’59 (Sandra Dressel ’59) Ver Beek; and
two foster sons, Dale Walbran and
Randy Colsrud, and their families.
Ernest Ross ’50 of Suffern, N.Y.,
died on Saturday, Jan. 26, 2008.  He was
84.
He was a veteran and POW
of World War II who served in the
U.S. Army 104th Infantry Division
(“Timberwolves”) and participated in
the invasion of Europe.
He worked as an analytical chemist
at American Home Products in Pearl
River, N.Y., for 37 years.
He was preceded in death by two
sisters, Mary Hatala and Ella Ross.
Survivors include his wife of 44
years, Adma Ross; two daughters, Sarah
Ross and Carolyn Ross; and his sister,
Ann Furman.
Allen Lee Ruiter ’63 of Grand
Haven, Mich., died on Tuesday, April
15, 2008.  He was 67.
During his career, he worked for
the American Medical Association in
Chicago, the University of AlabamaBirmingham Medical School research
laboratory, A. Ruiter Ltd. in Spring Lake
Township, and Microbionetics of New
York.
He was preceded in death by his
parents.
Survivors include his daughter,
Linda Ruiter ’87 (Douglas) Verellen;
his son, John ’91 (Jennifer Steeby ’91)
Ruiter; six grandchildren; a brother,
William (Kathy) Ruiter; and several
nieces and nephews.
Julie Moulds ’85 Rybicki of
Delton, Mich., died on Tuesday, April
8, 2008, following a 16-year battle with
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  She was 46.
She taught writing at Western
Michigan University and Comstock
High School, and often taught writing
workshops with her husband. She was
also a published poet.
Survivors include her husband,
John Rybicki; their son, Martel; her
parents, Dave and Angie Moulds; her
sisters, Brenda Beerhorst and Sue Love;
her brother, Tony Moulds; and many
nieces and nephews.
Genevieve (Gene) Van Kolken
’36 Te Roller Schadler of Holland,
Mich., died on Thursday, April 24,
2008. She was 93.
She worked with her first husband,
Donald Te Roller ’35, setting up and
developing Home Furnace Co. (later
Home Heating and Air Conditioning
Co.) in Saint Joseph, Mich.  He
preceded her in death in 1982.
She was also preceded in death
by her second husband, Marvin “Red”
Schadler; her brother, Preston Van
Kolken ’34; and a sister, Mary Davis.
Survivors include her children,
Mary Ellyn (Keith) Stewart, Spriggs
(Donald) ’64 (Joan) Te Roller, and
Stephen (Cherie) Te Roller; five
grandchildren; two step-grandchildren;
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two great-grandchildren; and four stepgreat-grandchildren; her sister, Barbara
(Earl) Huyser; and sisters-in-law, Lois
Tallis and Dorothy Neher.
Roger L. Schut ’60 of
Hudsonville, Mich., died on Tuesday,
April 15, 2008.  He was 74.
He was preceded in death by his
brothers-in-law, Robert Smith and
Richard VanOss.
Survivors include his wife, Lois
Schut; their children, Kevin (Mary Ann)
Schut; Cheryl Schut; David (Nadine)
Schut; and Susan (Douglas) Koning;
grandchildren and great-grandchildren;
his brothers, Robert ’54 (Sally) Schut
and Roland ’60 (Donna) Schut; his
sisters, Barb (Bernie) Fralick and Kay
Smith; a brother-in-law, Fred (Mary)
LaHuis; and sisters-in-law, Mary (Wes)
Sikkema, Jean (Al) Curtis, and Ruth
VanOss.
Blanche Decker ’44 Scruggs of
Tampa, Fla, died on Saturday, Jan. 12,
2008.  She was 84.
She retired after teaching 22 years
in the Hillsborough County school
system.
Survivors include her son,
Robert Scruggs; her daughters, Susan
Howe and Gerry (Dwight) Glisson;
six grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren.
Marie Buttlar ’49 Sparling of
Glens Falls, N.Y., died on Tuesday, April
8, 2008. She was 80.
For many years she was director of
adult education programs for the South
Glens Falls Central School District and
Washington Saratoga Warren Hamilton
Essex County BOCES.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Leon H. Sparling ’48, last
year.
Survivors include her sons, Tobin
Sparling (Michael Mistric) and Reed
(Pauline) Sparling; two grandchildren;
one sister, Jeanne Stage; and two nieces.
Lloyd H. TerBorg ’50 of
Muskegon, Mich., died on Wednesday,
April 9, 2008. He was 79.
He was a veteran who served the
U.S. Army as a master sergeant.
He taught for 32 years in the
Muskegon Public Schools before
retiring in 1983.
Survivors include his wife of
55 years, Mary Louise TerBorg; four
daughters, Dianne (Greg) McCormick,
Linda (Matthew) Godden, Ellen
(Marco) Bianchi, and Gayle (Brad)
DuPrey; seven grandchildren; one
great-grandson; one sister, Marian
TerBorg ’48 (George ’48) Toren; and
one brother-in-law, Robert (Donna)
Hundersmarck.
Martha Morgan ’40 Thomas
of Holland, Mich., died on Wednesday,
April 23, 2008. She was 90.
She taught at Longfellow and
Lakeview elementary schools in
Holland.
She was preceded in death by her
husband of 62 years, Don Thomas ’38;

a grandson, Jon Davis Miller; and two
brothers, Emery Morgan ’44 and Bud
Morgan ’42.
Survivors include her children,
Judyth Thomas ’66, Janet Thomas ’76,
John (Deborah) Thomas, and James ’68
(Karen) Thomas; seven grandchildren;
four great-grandchildren; a brother,
Herb ’55 (Joan) Morgan; a sister, Myrtle
(Bob) Butler; a sister-in-law, Florence
Morgan; and several nieces, nephews
and cousins.
Thomas Thompson ’60 of Lutz,
Fla., died on Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2008.
He was 69.
He taught school in the Tampa
area for 35 years. He retired for a short
time and then taught reading and study
skills at Hillsborough Community
College until two weeks before his
death.
Survivors include his wife,
Jeanette Thompson; his children,
Robert Thompson, Kristen ThompsonNorris and Kathy King; and three
grandchildren.
Andrew Van Slot ’49 of
Holland, Mich., died on Thursday, April
2, 2008. He was 82.
He was a veteran of World War II
who served in the U.S. Army Air Corps
as a flight engineer.
He worked for Holland Motor
Express. He also owned and operated
construction businesses Bouwman
Services and Invisible Fence-Westland
Holland branch.
He was preceded in death by his
first wife, Julia Van Slot, in 1974.
Survivors include his wife of 32
years, Lillian Van Slot; his daughters,
Margo Lubbers and Carla (Jim)
Herweyer; two grandchildren; his
sisters and brother, Tillie Witt, Jeanette
Lyzenga, Ann Karnamaat, and Peter
(Melinda) Van’t Slot; in-laws, Andrew
Grotenhuis, James B. Wyngaarden and
Doris Wyngaarden; and many nieces
and nephews.
Alvina Ketelhut ’49 Veltman
of Spring Lake, Mich., died on Sunday,
March 25, 2007. She was 80.
She was an architect, a real estate
broker, an artist and the owner of a bed
and breakfast.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Frederick J. Veltman ’49, in
2003; a grandson, Andy Veltman; and
her brother, Henry Ketelhut.
Survivors include her children,
Kirk (Jackie) Veltman and Dawn
Veltman; two grandchildren; two
great-grandchildren; and nieces and
nephews.
Collins D. Weeber ’53 of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla., died on Saturday, Feb.
16, 2008.  He was 78.
He was dean of the doctoral
program at Knox Theological Seminary
in Fort Lauderdale.
Survivors include his wife, Shirley
Kimball ’51 Weeber, and his daughter,
Nancy Weeber-Markle ’83.
Andrew F. Zimmerman ’51 of

Kent, Ohio, died on Saturday, March
22, 2008. He was 83.
He was a decorated veteran who
served in the U.S. Navy in the AsiaPacific Theater during World War II.
He was a sales engineer and
salesman, selling instrumentation
products for Morse Chain, Pall Trinity
Micro and Taylor Instruments.
Survivors include his daughters,
Vickie (Don) Farrell, Karen Legnini,
Diane Olden (Dan Klein), and Kristine
Olden; two grandchildren; and his
sister, E. Jean Levine.

Sympathy to
The family of Alice Brunsting
of Stuart, Fla., who died on Wednesday,
March 26, 2008.  She was 87.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, Bernard Brunsting, who
served on Hope’s Board of Trustees from
1978 to 1981, and a daughter, Carol A.
Brunsting ’71.
Survivors include her children,
Albert Brunsting ’67 and Bernace
Brunsting ’68 De Young; and a
granddaughter, Erin L. DeYoung ’92.
The family of Emajean (Pat)
Cook of Grand Rapids, Mich., who died
on Tuesday, May 20, 2008. She was 93.
She and her husband, Peter C.
Cook, who survives her, have been
active in their commitment to serving
and supporting their church, West
Michigan schools and colleges, and the
medical, artistic and benevolent causes
of the community. Their involvement
in the life of the college has included
establishing the Peter and Emajean Cook
Scholarship Fund and the Peter C. and
Emajean Cook Endowed Professorship.  
Cook Hall, which was dedicated in 1997,
and Cook Auditorium in the De Pree Art
Center are named in honor of them.
Survivors in addition to her
husband of 67 years, include their
sons, Thomas M. ’67 (Marcia) Cook
and Stephen J. (Betty) Cook; three
grandchildren, including Ryan
’96 (Jessica) Cook; three greatgrandchildren; her sister, Marciel (John)
Kett; two brothers-in-law, Bob Cook and
Roger (Arlene) Cook; a sister-in-law, Jean
Rivenburgh ’50 Cook; and many nieces
and nephews.
The family of Carolyn Holloway
of New York City, who died on Saturday,
Jan. 12, 2008.  She was 65.
She was pastor of DeWitt Reformed
Church, where she had served since
1995, and was chairperson of the RCA
African American Council.
She joined Hope’s Board of Trustees
in 2004 but resigned that same year
because of her health. She delivered
the college’s Baccalaureate sermon on
Sunday, May 2, 2004.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Horace D. Holloway.
Survivors include her children,
Sharon Owens, Patrice Holloway,
Dennis Holloway and Robert Holloway;
and eight grandchildren.

A Closing Look

Hope

in

God

Central to the Hope experience is the idea that faith
is integral—not only material for weekday chapel
or Sunday worship, but to be lived always whatever
the context. It is a concept foundational to Hope,
represented by the college motto, from Psalms 42:5.
Fitting that the phrase should be literally a foundational
part of Nykerk Hall of Music, part of the very structure
itself, and accompanied by a hopeful sign of spring.
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